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BUDDHISM: 


Po NV SOne GHOSTOFAT 


By |. B. Horner 
(United Kingdom) 


YEAR by year, we should allow 

the memory of the Lord Buddha 
to act as a challenge to us to re- 
invigorate ourselves and purify our- 
selves from within. To all of us the 
very existence of what we call Bud- 
dhism has made a varying degree of 
difference to our lives. It presents us 
with something to work on besides 
something to study. Its Teachings 
put before us the great ideals of 
loving-kindness and compassion to 
all that lives and breathes, and this 
most certainly includes justice and 
mercy toanimals. And the Teachings 
put before us a personal ethic, in the 
five silas, to be as consistently fel- 
lowed and developed as each of us 
can manage. 

Good, however, is not for good’s 
sake. Yet it cannot and must not be 
ignored. As the Dhammapada says: 
“Think not lightly of good, saying 
‘It will not come near me’. Drop 
by drop is the water-pot filled. Even 
so, the wise man, gathering it only 
little by little, fills himself with 
good’’. 


ENORMOUS VALUE 


Because we should be filled with 
good, we can see it has enormous 
value. At the same time we must 
not forget that its value is purely an 
instrumental one. The goal at its 
highest and fullest and in its perfec- 
tion has far more than a merely 
ethical content. So it is that, if we 
take what is good as our standard, 
then every time we are faced by a 
choice (and it is choice, volition, 
that affects for better or worse the 
working of our individual kamma), 
and every time we choose the better 
way to act and conduct our- 
selves in body, speech and thought, 
or every time that we possibly can 
we choose the best, the good itself, 
we are so much the more capable 
of progressing along the Way. 
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This ancient Way, discovered and 
trodden by the Buddhas of old, 
was re-discovered by the Buddha 
Gotama as one might, when he was 
about 36 years old, he sat deep in 
meditation under the Bodhi-tree, 
the Tree of Knowledge, at Budh-Gaya 
near the banks of the river Neran- 
jara. 

This ancient Way, made known 
again by him after it had fallen into 
desuetude on the disappearance of 
the Tathagatas of old, is the Eightfold 
Way, the Way to the Beyond. It 
gives the practice and the method for 
arriving there, at the Beyond, ‘“‘where 
all is still’’ (Suttanipata) and where, 
in the extended ranges of the mind 
above normal consciousness, the 
distracting and perpetual rise and 
fall of the sensations, having been 
subjected, can be ignored, because 
sensations are no loger desired. 

The Way was likened to a raft by 
the Buddha; it is to be discarded at 
the moment of the plunge into 
nibbana or deathlessness, nibbano- 
gadha, amatogadha, of the emer- 
gence into the Beyond, for then It 
has served its purpose and is no 
longer needed. It cannot be said too 
often that this goal of the Buddhist 
ethic, and of the mind-development 
and mind-control the Teaching in- 
sists on and makes accessible by 
means of meditational systems, is a 
goal capable of realisation here and 
now, and not merely in some future 
state. 

In Buddhism great value attaches 
to the ‘Moment’, to what belongs 
to the present. Endeavour belongs 
to the present, and so do diligence, 
energy and resolution — all of them 
Buddhist virtues. The treading of 
the Way likewise belongs to the 
present, as does, potentially, the 
consummation, the arrival at the 
Way’s ending. 

This is the theory: that by indivi- 
dual striving and effort the indivi- 
dual’s chain or circle of lives or 
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rebirths to which he is held in bond- 
age, to which he is sewn by his 
desires for sensé-pleasures and 
his profound ignorance of their 
peril — this circle may be brought 
to its end here and now thus casusing 
the stopping of the anguish the in- 
dividual has. suffered for incalculable 
eons. The final or complete nibbana, 
the parinibbana, of the Buddha, 
and the parinibbana of some of the 
arahants.of the past, have been pos- 
sible and have taken place leaving 
not a shred of their psycho-physical 
congeries remaining, because they 
have eradicated in full all their 
clamouring desires for sense-expe- 
riences and for continuing life. 


FINDING HAPPINESS 


To find the happiness that exceeds 
the happiness of sense-experience is 
likewise our goal. In practice, how- 
ever, it may take many and many a 
life to accomplish. We all know the 
great Pali collection of the Jataka 
Stories, the tales of 547 of the Bud- 
dha’s previous lives when he was the 
Bodhisatta striving with resolute 
determination for the fruition of the 
vow he had made eons ago under the 
Buddha Dipankara one day to be a 
Buddha himself. Indeed, the practice 
is not easy to fulfil. On the other 
hand, there is no reason to despair. 
For gradually, little by little and from 
time to time the wise man may 
remove his cwn impurities — and 
no one can cleanse or purify another— 
as asmith removes the dross from the 
silver (Dhammapada.) 


Of basic necessity in this struggle 
to develop what is skilled is diligence, 
appamada, as is clear from the last 
words the Buddha is reputed to have 
spoken: appamadena  sampadetha, 
strive forward with diligence. This 
summarises a tenet he had stressed 
during the whole of his life. The 
first of the verses in the section 
of the Dhammapada known as “‘Dili+ 
gence” may here be called to mind: 
“The path to deathlessness is dili- 
gence; the path to death is negligence. 
The diligent do not die; the negligent 
are like unto the dead”. 


We may rejoice that we are the 
recipients and heirs of the fruits of 
the Enlightenment, probably the 
most remarkable event to have 
occurred in historical times. The 
Enlightened One gave the world, 
or the world that will listen and pay 
heed, a superb system of thought, 
coherent, logical, workable, confined 
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or betterness of the 


to the human problem of winning 
freedom, and supported by instruc- 
tions and guidance on the methods 
to be practised so as gradually to 
make this system of thought effective 
and constructive for each of its 
practitioners. And this | find is very 
solemn. 


| find it solemn that not only was 
the Teaching given by a human 
being subject to the laws of the body 
just as we are, and to the laws of the 
mind too; but that it was enunciated 
2,500 years ago. Moreover, it is not 
dead and of no more than academic 
interest. It is living and valid, strong 
and impressive; and a great power 
for good in our disastrous modern 
predicament. It has always been full 
of vitality and vigour, as can be seen 
and known by its preservation, as 
well as by its developments in non- 
Indian lands. 


Even now it is undergoing a great 
resurgence in the East where, because 
things of the spirit are understood, 
it is the ‘religion’ of millions of 
people, cherished for the hope at its 
core, for its reasonableness, its com- 
pleteness, and for the way it gives 
man nothing to depend on outside 
himself other than his comprehen- 
sion of the aims of the Teaching and 
the methods it lays down for man’s 
self-discipline. 


SELF-CONTROL 


He is taught to think of himself as 
alone responsible for the worseness 
line of lives 
he must undergo in  samsara 
until he has vanquished himself — a 
much more magnificent and a much 
harder thing to do than conquering 
a thousand men in battle. Self. 
control, with compassion and harm- 
lessness or non-harming, ahimsa, are 
tenets that Buddhism holds so 
strongly that no war has ever been 
waged in its name. The knowledge 
of it and faith in it have not been 
spread by battles, or by the extermi- 
nation of non-Buddhists, or by the 
torture of those holding to different 
beliefs. 


Of course this tolerance is not 
due to indifference to the Teaching; 
the very reverse is true, | think. 
And the belief that not all men are 
equally advanced in the great spiritual 
quality of discernment also plays its 
part. Such Buddhist missionising as 
there has been in the long story 
of Buddhism’s past has been purely 
peaceful and amicable. The striking 
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difference between the talk of scho- 
lars and the harsh talk of kings was 
recognised by the compiler of the 
Milindapanha, that “‘masterpiece of 
Indian literature’ as Rhys Davids 
called it, and on the whole a post- 
canonical work (by which | mean 
that in Burma it is regarded as part 
of the Pali Canon): scholars argue 
and bring forward points and counter- 
points. in their ardent search 
for knowledge; kings mete out 
punishments and condemn their sub- 
jects to death. ' 


It is obvious which is the more 
worthy of praise. You will remember 
how, in the Jataka Story centering 
onthe Resolute Determination (adhit- 
thana) of the Bodhisatta, the Muga- 
pakhajataka, the Bodhisatta was 
terrified of succeeding his father on 
the throne and determined to avoid 
this at all costs: “Yesterday my 
father, when four thieves were 
brought before him, uttered such 
savage speech as conduces to Niraya 
Hell. If | were to reign, then coming 
to birth again in Niraya Hell, | 
would undergo great anguish’’. 
Better were it to pretend to be a 
cripple though he was not one, to 
be as though deaf, to be as though 
dumb, and never show a sign of 
intelligence. 


He kept up this pretence for 
sixteen years until his parents were 
convinced of his determination to 
throw aside the pomp of royalty 
and lead the life of a homeless bhik- 
khu instead. For its duties partook 
of none of the cruelty and harm 
inherent in a king’s. 


And now we come to another 
facet of the solemnity | speak of. 
We of today, in view of this wonderful 
gift of the Dhamma that has been 
vouchsafed to us, cannot be merely 
recipients. We must be givers too. 
We, and | now mean we Westerners 
in particular, have had this lofty 
privilege of coming to know some- 
thing of the Teachings of the Buddha. 
Though the sight of a Buddha is 
rare, though the sound Buddho 
Buddho is hard to come by in the 
world, as the householder Anatha- 
pindika told the rich merchant, never- 
theless we live in a Buddha-era, 
that is at atime when the Teachings 
of a Buddha are --.i remembered 
and are of significance. 


This alone, even without our 
paying any consideration to the 
remedies needed for the stresses 
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The Ven. Somdet Phra Ariyawongs, the Sangharaja of Thailand, visited the 
London Vihara during his recent tour of London. This picture taken on that 
occasion shows (from left to right) the Sangharaja; Ven. H. Saddhatissa, incum- 
bent of the London Vihara, Luang Peekdip Malakul, Thai Ambassador in Lon- 


don; and Bhikkhu Pannawaddho, a British monk. 


India holds the Buddha in 


Highest Esteem 


By B. K. Kapur 
(High Commissioner for India in Ceylon) 


WE do not regard Buddhists as 
belonging to an alien faith but 
as one with us. In India, where the 
Buddha achieved Nirvana and preach- 
ed his first sermon, the people hold 
him in the highest possible esteem. 
-In India itself Buddhism flourished 
for a thousand years and more. 
That was the golden period of her 
history. 

Deriving inspiration from the 
teachings of the Buddha the people 
of India rose to great heights during 
those centuries in all fields of human 
endeavour—art and literature, learn- 
ing and culture—an age of renais- 
sance and of religious revival. 

It was only during the last 100 years 
that the flame had been rekindled 
again and that was done mainly 
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through the efforts of the Anagarika 
Dharmapala of whom Ceylon could 
well be proud. 

A man, who in the tradition of 
the Master, renouncing the material 
comforts of life which his family 
fortunes could ensure, gave his all— 
life itself — to reviving Buddhism 
in the land of its birth. It was 
largely through his efforts that the 
Maha Bodhi Society of India was 
founded, 

Since the attainment of indepen- 
dence, the Government of indepen- 
dent India has lent every support to 
the Maha Bodhi Society. Through 
governmental support and through 
the munificence of Indian and other 
philanthropists the All-India Maha 

Continued on page !7) 
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THAI SANGHARAJA IN 
LONDON 


(From a correspondent in U.K.) 


H's Holiness Somdej Phra Ariya- 

vamsagatayan, the Supreme 
Patriarch (Sangharaja) of Thailand 
who is 72 years old, arrived in Lon- 
don from the United States on jul 
12 accompanied by three Buddhist 
monks and attended by the Director- 
General of the Religious Affairs 
Department, Mr. Foong Srivicharn. 

He was met by the Thai Ambas- 
sador and Madame Malakul, the 
Ven. Saddhatissa Mahathera, incum- 
bent of the London Buddhist Vihara 
the Thai Embassy staff and memher 
of the Thai community. In the 
evening the London Buddhist So- 
clety gave a reception in his honour. 

On the ISthoaethe Supreme 
Patriarch visited the London Bud- 
dhist Vihara, where Dana was 
offered by H. R. H. Princess Chu- 
rairatna to all the Buddhist monks 
in London. The High Commissioner 
of Ceylon, Mr. Gunasena de Soyza 
and Buddhists of many nationalities 
were present. 

Welcoming the Supreme Patriarch 
Ven. Saddhatissa said: ‘‘This is a 
great day which will be written 
in the history of Buddhism in the 
West and t know personally how 
greatly the Buddhists of London 
appreciate the opportunity of 
meeting the Sangharaja. 

Buddhism is gradually but steadily 
spreading in this part of the world. 
The intelligentsia of Great Britain, 
in particular, is ready to welcome 
the Buddha’s message of peace. 
Our endeavour in this noble cause 
becomes more fruitful day by day. 
In a time like this your Holiness’s 
visit to this country is a great en- 
couragement. We appreciate to the 
full your expressed desire to acquaint 
yourself at first hand with the 
condition of Buddhism in the West’, 

Replying, the Sangharaja said: ‘‘| 
and my countrymen are well aware 
of the good work being done by the 
London Buddhist Vihara and Thai- 
land is particularly appreciative of 
the Dhammaduta work of the 
Venerable Saddhatissa. | would like 
to assure you of my readiness to 
help you in whatever way | can’’. 

On the 14th His Holiness visited 
the Pali Text Society where he was 
received by the President, Miss |. B. 
Horner. A proposal was made that 
learned monks from Thailand should 
edit a well-known Thai commentary. 
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Uo S..PSYCHIARRISTAON 
REBIRTH 


(From a correspondent in New Delhi) 


DAYLIGHT had faded. A Dutch 
woman felt impelled to paint. 

She took up the brush and did not 

leave it till she had done a portrait. 

She wondered what had forced 
her to paint. Today, she thinks, 
she has the answer. A medium told 
her that it was the spirit of Goya, 
famous Spanish artist, that had 
driven her to paint. 

The painting she had done from 
imagination resembled a Goya por- 
trait of a girl. She discovered this 
only when she had it examined by 
critics. 

The story of the woman, Henriette 
Weiz-Ross, interested Dr. lan Ste- 
venson, chairman of the department 
of psychiatry and neurology, Virginia 
University, now in India. 

Dr. Stevenson, who investigated 
this case, told me that “‘there is 
sufficient evidence to suggest she 
is a reincarnation of Mrs.Weisz, who 
had died in the last century’’. 

Goya, when exiled from Spain, 
had stayed with Mrs. Weiszin France. 
He had presented her with some 


of his paintings. Perhaps, the girl’s 
portrait was among them. 

Dr. Stevenson said that Heriette 
had divorced her husband, Wiesz 
Ross, but retained his name. When 
he asked her about it, she replied 
that the name ‘‘Weisz fascinates me’’. 
She did not then know that Goya 
had a friend of that name. She read 
about Goya only after this episode. 

Since then, Dr. Stevenson has 
been studying cases of re-incarnation. 
The desire to know more on this 
subject has brought him to India. 
Accompanied by Prof. H. N. Baner- 
jee, director of Seth Sohan Lal 
Memorial Para-Psychology Institute, 
Rajasthan, he will soon embark in a 
countrywide search for reincarna- 
tion cases. 

His visit to this country, he is 
sure, will be rewarding. Prof. Bener- 
jee has already selected some cases 
for his study. They propose to 
conduct personal investigations of at 
least eight cases in different parts 
of the country. 

One case they propose to study 


is a girl of Chhatarpur in Madhya 
Pradesh. Eleven-year¢old Swarna Lata 
gives accounts of her previous two 
lives. She gives exact details of the 
house in which she lived in her 
previous life. The accounts have been 
verified during a preliminary investi- 
gation by the Institute. 

At the age of four, the girl started 
singing in a language which her 
mother did not understand. <A 
mixture of Bengali and Assamese 
languages, she had learnt in one of 
her previous lives, she says. 

A research worker of the Institute 
took her to the house where she 
said she had lived in her previous life. 
To his amazement, she recognised 
an old servant in the house and 
called him by his name. 

Dr. Stevenson said that his study 
of the reincarnation cases during 
the last ten years showed there 
was definite evidence to suggest 
that the theory of rebirth was true. 
The cases of many children who 
narrated stories of their previous 
lives could not be explained other- 
wise. 

Dr. Stevenson said that a lot of 
work on this subject had been done 
in India. He proposes to write a 
book after his study of the Indian 
cases. Hindustan Times 
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BUDDHIST DEVOTIONAL 
LITERATURE 


By Amarasiri Weeraratne 


(Ceylon) 


THE Bhakti Sataka occupies a unique 

place in Sanskrit Buddhist devo- 
tional literature. It contains a series 
of Buddha-hymns. Its author was 
Sri Ramachandra Bharati, a Bengali 
Brahmin of profound scholarship, 
nobility of mind and purity of cha- 
racter, 

He was attracted towards the 
teachings of the Buddha and came 
over to Ceylon to study the Thera- 
vada doctrines about 1412 — 1467 
A.C. He pursued his studies at 
Vijayabahu Pirivena, Totagamuwa, 
under Ceylon’s foremost Buddhist 
teacher of the times, Totagamuve 
Sri Rahula Maha Thera. 

This poem has been held in deep 
veneration by Buddhist scholars in 
Ceylon. The Bhakti Sataxa (also 
called the Bauddha Sataka) was a 
text book in the ancient system of 
Pirivena or temple education in 
Ceylon, and is stilla prescribed text 
for the Pracheena examination. 


LOVE OF DHAMMA 


Sri Ramachandra had a passionate 
love for the Buddha and his noble 
Dhamma. He sings the virtues of the 
Buddha in the strains of an Indian 
cuckoo (kokile) who has got in- 
ebriated with the sweet juice of the 
mango fruits, namely the Buddha- 
virtues. His tremendous devotion 
and adoration breaks into 107 Sans- 
krit verses which strike us as the 
outpourings of a heart filled with 
ineffable love and devotion to the 
Master. 

It would be difficult to match his 
devotion and love with that of any 
other writer of devotional verse. 
To a Buddhist who is well versed 
in the Dhamma these verses are 
inspiring, and generate wave upon 
wave of ‘“‘saddha’’ and the serene 
joy called the ‘‘ Buddhalambana 
priti’’ which overwhelms and carries 
him to heights of ecstasy. 

Unlike other authors, Sri Rama- 
chandra does not open the work 
with a direct salutation to the 
Buddha. He wrote to an India which 
was fast forgetting the Buddha. 
During his time Buddhism was fast 
dying out unable to withstand the 
exodous of her monks who fled to 
escape the fury of the Moslem in- 


vaders, and the revival of a diehard 
Brahminism with all that is reaction- 
ary in Hinduism. 

Addressing Indians in that society 
it was.useless to start with a direct 
salutation. to the Buddha. Sri 
Ramachandra qualifies his salutation 
saying he worshipped the Blessed 
One, whoever he may be, under 
whatever name, whether Buddha, 
Siva, Ishvara etc. The only quali- 
fication should be freedom from igno- 
rance, the possession of an all- 
embracing wisdom and immunity 
from the stains of greed and hate: 


““Whose words are free from error, 
he the all-knowing one, 

In whom there is not the least 
of hate and lust, 

Who nescience has dispelled, 
whose gains are manifold, 

That Blessed One let’s adore, 
whoever he may be, 

Whether he be the Buddha, or 
whether the Ishvara-God.”’ 


He proceeds on this theme pointing 
out that the gods, such as Brahma, 
Vishnu, and Ishvara are not one’s 
adversaries, and that there is no 
reason to be prejudiced against 
them. On the other hand, he says 
that the Buddha is not bound to us 
by kinship, and as such one need not 
show him partiality. But judging 
objectively, he points out the short- 
comings of Brahma, the Creator, 
Vishnu, the Preserver, and Siva, 
the Destroyer. 

As Siva worship held sway at the 
time, he particularly points out the 
polygamous nature of Siva who is 
depicted in art as hugging his wife 
Parvati. Indeed such a being who 
wields weapons, and hugs wcmen 
cannot be free from hate, greed, 
and nescience. Therefore, Sri Rama- 
chandra exhorts his Indian brethren: 
“My brothers, in order to gain 
emancipation from the trials and 
tribulations of Samsara whose aid 
do ye seek ?” In their choice he asks 
his countrymen to be wise and 
circumspect. 

Having sifted evidence for and 
against the gods and the Buddha, 
Sri Ramachandra selects the teacher 
Buddha, on account of the perfection 
of his wisdom and virtue. The im- 
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perfect gods lagging behind in these” 
respects are eliminated. He exHorts 
his readers to aspire to the eternal 
bliss of Nirvana which has been 
advocated by the Buddha. 


“Many a time men attain the state 
of Brahma, 

The state of Vishnu, Isvara, and 
lose them too 

In the endless wandering in 
rebirth’s waste, 

Of what use are these positions 
to beings 

Who are subject to the vicissitudes 
of change ? 

May the wise aspire to the 
eternal bliss 

Of Nirvana expounded by the 
Buddha.” 


Sri Ramachandra explains why he 
chooses the Buddha, and what his 
motives are for doing so: 


‘| seek not thy refuge for the 
sake of gain, 

Nor fear of thee, nor for the 
love of fame, 

Not as thou hailest from the 
solar race, 

Nor for the sake of gaining 
knowledge vast, 

But drawn by the power of thy 
boundless love, 

And thy all embracing 
peerless ken, 

The vast Samsara’s sea safe 
tO cross, 

| bend low O Lord, and become 
thy devotee.” 


PERFECT STATE 


Then in five verses he describes 
the perfection of the states of 
Buddhahood, its special qualities 
and aspects. He invokes the help 
of that state of Enlightenment for 
his guidance through Samsara. In 
the ensuing five verses he breaks 
into a paen of eulogy of the Master. 


“Thou invincible debator, comely 
to behold. 
In complexion like unto beaten gold, 
First of the threefold Jewels, 
and three Vehicles, 
Replete with three-fold knowledge, 
refuge of the triple plane, 
With teachings that are graded 
into three, 
Thou font of kindness radiant 
with a smile, 
Bearing a robe orange-hued 
and fine, 
Seated in the lotus-posture, 
radiating love, 
| take refuge in thee, Buddh, 
who has these things.” 
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Sri Ramachandra proceeds to wor- 
ship all the places which have been 
sanctified by the Buddha’s pre- 
sence. The paths he trod, the spots 
he lived in, even though for a short 
time, the place where he was born 
(Lumbini), where he first preached 
the Law (Sarnath), and the scene 
of the Parinirvana (Kusinara) are 
all adored with a heart full of de- 
votion. 

Then he adores the Master’s re- 
lics wherever they may be, here on 
earth or in the celestial realms. 
The Holy Tree under which he 
attained Enlightenment is mentioned 
in adoration. Then Sri Ramachandra 
breaksinto a brillant panegyric which 
is at once inspiring and ennobling. 


“‘Worship thou, my head, the 
Buddha’s supreme form, 
Hear thou, my ear, his ambrosial 


norm, 

Behold thou, my eye, the Buddha- 
image sweet, 

Kiss thou, my nose, the Master’s 
lotus-feet, 


Sing thou, my tongue, Buddha 
hymns in praise, 

In offerings to the Lord, thyself 
my hand do raise, 

Walk thou, my feet, to the 
Buddha’s holy shrine, 


Reflect thou, my mind, on the 
Buddha-virtues fine. 


“The Buddha, Dhamma, and the 
Sangha are the three-fold Jewels, 

Of peerless value to those seekin 
Nirvana 

| too dedicate myself to these 
three jewels, 

In order to allay the threefold 
fear, decay, and death 

These jewels | prize, | have 
none else, 

Truly | ama pupil and a devotee, 

| worship countless times these 
threefold jewels, 

Which have been adored even by 
the gods.” 


“Lord, neck-deep submerged | lie, 
In the sea of thy boundless love, 
Thy perfect love and passionlessness, 
To divert my faith to another creed 
Will be an impossible feat, 
Though a heretic king may 
impose his fine, 
Though pagan scholars may 
laugh to scorn, 
Though kinsmen discard and 
abandon me, 
My father, Buddh, without thee 
| shall not live.” 


In the following verses Sri Rama- 
chandra confesses his human weak- 


nesses and expresses his sense of 
shame for them. 


‘To help mankind is to help the 
Buddh, 

To harass the world is to oppress 
him too, 

Lord, | who transgress against 
fellow men, 

Feel ashamed indeed to say aloud 

That | am one who sits beneath 
thy feet’’. 


“Wealth, kinsmen, treasures 
and life, 
And kingship too thou didst 
donate 
Hundreds of times to benefit man. 
If actuated by ill-will towards men, 
| harm them where is my kindliness, 
Where is my sympathy and my 
love’’? 


“Away from thee my mind does 
turn 
To pleasures of sense as does 
yearn 
A faithless wife for her paramour. 
The man who’s slave to five-fold 
sense, 
Will fall away from Nirvana hence, 
What may | do, thou Master Sage, 
Grant me the boon to be thy page 
And strength of mind to me, O Lord, 
To adhere completely to thy word’’. 
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The laudatory verses that follow 


Sri Ramachandra had a passion for 


invoking the Buddha’s aid are liable Buddhanussati-reflection on the Bud- 
to be misunderstood by a non- dha’s virtues. In this he took a 
Buddhist who does not understand delight. He says: 


the Buddha and his teachings. He 
might mistake them for prayers 
to a deified one, in some exalted 
state or place. 


TEACHER OF GODS 


But Sri Ramachandra cannot be 
held responsible for the aberrations 
of the ignorant, To him the Buddha 
was never more than a human being, 
the honoured teacher of gods and 
men. Andas such the entire pantheon 
of gods with Brahma at their head 
were not worth a mere fraction of 
the Master. Here he points out the 
superiority of the Buddha over all 
the gods. 


“Eighty minor marks of a super-man 
And thirty-two major ones the 
_ Buddha bears, 
' The Buddha's body is resplendent 
with these signs, 
He is a paragon of virtue and an 
embodiment of merit. 
All the gods with the Brahma at 
their head, 
Are not worth a mere fraction 
of him, 
When it is so even with the gods, 


“When at my bath, at meals, and 
offering gifts, 

When inhaling smells, and hearing 
sounds, 

When enwrapt in thought, and 
seeing sights, 

And likewise when engaged in talk, 

At dawn, at eve, midday, and 
at night, 

My mind does ever take delight 

In the adoration of thy lotus-feet, 

Even as youth’s mind is drawn and 
charmed 

By a maiden who has won his heart.” 


“With passions dispelled from 
my mind 

In my mind’s eye ! shall ever see thee ; 

When | have thee in my mind and 

_ go to sleep, 

Both day and night | am with the 
Buddh.”’ 

“A dull and gloomy cloud-wrapt day 

Will not be a gloomy day for me, 

The day | lose mindfulness on the 
Buddh 

Will be a gloomy day indeed for me, 

May such a day never dawn for me’. 


TRUE BUDDHIST 
Sri Ramachandra was a true Bud- 


What further need! say about men?”’ dhist even though he was a Brahmin 
by birth. He kept clear of the vicious 
In one verse there is reference Hindu doctrine of caste. 


to the Buddha’s visit to the Tava- 
timsa heaven, and how the gods 
honoured him on that occasion. 
After preaching the Dhamma to the 
gods, the Buddha was conducted in a 
procession on his return trip. In that 
procession Brahma held a white 
parasol over the Master. Vishnu 
fanned him with a chowry. The 
teacher of the gods and Ananta 
sang his praise in prose and verse. 
Sakra blew a conch in his honour. 

In another verse, the poet refers 


‘‘Whoever recalls to me the 
Buddha and his names, 

The Ten-power Vedict or, the 
Diamond<ken, 

The Well-gone, Buddha, the 
Sakyan Lion, 

Though he be a slave of low 
born caste, 

| shall venerate him and show him 
love.”’ 


Again he critically comments on the 


reaction and bigotry of the orthodox 


to the failure of the attempts of Hindus who uphold the authority of 
various gods to praise the Buddha the Vedas, as divinely inspired, 


sufficiently, and says: ‘‘How could 
| succeed in a task where beings 
with such superhuman powers have 
failed.”’ 


Again Sri Ramachandra sings: 


“The gods partake of the immortal 
nectar, 

Yet are reborn and suck the 
udders of a bitch, 

Whoever drinks the ambrosia 
of thy Law, 

Never more is conceived in a womb”’. 


WORLD BUDDHISM, AUGUST 1961 


scriptures : 


“Thou hast refuted and censured 
the Vedas 

Which enjoin the slaughter 
of beasts, 

Goats, and horses for the sacrifice, 

This is on account of thy mercy 
for beings. 

There is no other more compassionate 
than thee, 

Thy critics are unable to appreciate 
this point, 

They rave saying the Buddha and his 
men decry 


The authority of the divine Veda 
text, 

Alas the perversity of their views 

Is due to their misfortune, none 
can help’. 


In a subsequent verse he expresses 
an aspiration to keep aloof from men 
with such obsessions and heretical 
views : 


“Thy fame is spotless and 

beautiful, 
Like the foam arising in a 

celestial river, 
When heavenly nymphs play therein, 
Or like the ocean of milk, or a 

broad expanse 
Of white lilies resplendent in a lake. 
Who does not delight therein is 

a hapless man, 
May | avoid such men like a_ plague, 
Thou physician to the ills of greed, 
This too is an aspiration of mine’’. 


BEAUTIFUL VERSES 


The following verses are singular 
in their beauty: 


“Blessed One, thy form is a treat 
to the eye, 

Thy words are pleasant and sweet 
to hear, 

Thy compassion dispels the woes 
of men, 

Thy garments are neat as befit 
a saint, 

Thy scholarship is called 
omniscient knowledge, 

The extent of thy purity and 
passionlessness 

Is confirmed by the fact thou 
renounced 

Imperial pelf at the age of 
twenty nine, 

When still a black-haired 
comely youth.” 


“The six hued aura emanated by 
thee 

Radiates like a rainbow shining 
round 

The golden mount, Maha-Meru 
by name, 

By seeing that light a man dispels 

Nescienceegloom within his mind”. 


Sri Ramachandra brings to a climax 
a brillant display of panegyric verses 
in ten different metres of exquisite 


-beauty.. They are ennobling and 


inspire the Buddhist dovotee with 
the ineffable and exquisite joy of 
“‘Buddhalambana priti”’. 

There is no English translation of 
the Bhakti Sataka available. The 
English rendering given here is from 
a translation prepared by me and 
duplicated for distribution as a 
Vesak gift, 
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London Vihara 


Dhammachakka Day 
Celebrated 


On Sunday, July 2, Dr. I. G. de 
Casparis, Lecturer in Ancient History 
of India, at the University of Lon- 
don, gave a talk at the London 
Buddhist Vihara on Buddhism in 
Indonesia. 


On July 3 the Ven. H. Saddhatissa, 
incumbent of the London  Vihara, 
gave an inspiring talk on “Yesterday 
Versus To-day”’ to a well attended meeting 
at the Theosophical Society, 70, Worple 
Road, Wimbledon, London. 

The Maha Thera in the course of his 
talk said: ‘“‘We are passing through a 
remarkable age when science is developing 
very rapidly but the teaching of the Bud- 
dha without a doubt, can go hand in hand 
with science”’. 

On the 5th the Ven. K. Wachissara 
gave a lecture on Buddhism at the Com- 
munity Centre, Barking, Essex, which was 
followed by an interesting discussion on 
the same subject. 

On the 9th U Maung Maung Ji gave 
a talk on “Mindfulness in Relation to 
Enlightenment’’ at the London Buddhist 
Vihara. He explained how one: could 
attain Liberation through meditation. 

On the 16th U Tin Lwin, Lecturer 
at Rangoon University, gave a talk on 
Buddhism in Burma. 

On the 23rd Miss P. T. N. Kennett of 
the London Buddhist Society gave a talk 
on “It is sufficient that there is a Beyond” 
at the London Buddhist Vihara. 

There was no need to speculate on the 
Four Noble Truths, she said. One had 
only to look within one’s own personal 
experience to know them to be true hence 
debate became unnecessary. 


On the 27th the Dhammacakka Festival 
began with observance of the Eight Pre- 
cepts by several devotees at the London 
Buddhist Vihara. Dana was offered to the 
bhikkhus and to those who observed Eight 
Precepts. Many Burmese Buddhists wor- 
shipped at the Vihara on that day with 
choice flowers. This festival is known as 
the ‘“‘Flower Festival’? in Burma. 

The Venerable Saddhatissa gave a 
sermon to celebrate the occasion of the 
First Sermon given by the Buddha in the 
holy city of Benares. He said that this 
great day was celebrated all over Buddhist 
Asia, each country calling it by a different 
name. 

On the 15th a Burmese lay disciple, 
Daw Harry James Twindale, died at the 
age of 87 in Kent. On the 20th the Ven. 
Saddhatissa performed the Pansukula ser- 
service at Eltham Crematorium and gaye 
the funeral sermon on Anicca. 

The Ven. Saddhatissa paid several vi- 
sits to London hospitals where he chanted 
paritta for the sick and invoked the blessings 
of Tisarana upon them. He also, accom- 
panied by other bhikkhus of the Vihara, 
performed the annual services for the 
deceased relatives of many Buddhists of 
various nationalities living in London. 
The Ven. Saddhatissa continued the Bud- 
dhist Groups on alternate Saturdays 
throughout the month with regular at- 
tendence of the members. 
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Notes of the Month 


TRAINING CENTRE FOR 
BHIKKHUS 


THE Prime Minister of Ceylon, 

Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 
the Minister of Cultural Affairs, 
Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, and for- 
eign ambassadors were among those 
who were invited to lay the found- 
ation stones for a Buddhist Missionary 
Training Centre at Nalluruwa, Pana- 
dura, about fifteen miles south of 
Colombo. 

A land valued at Rs. 15,000 has 
been donated to the Asoka Dharma- 
duta Sangamaya of Bambalapitiya, 
Colombo, for this purpose by Mr. N. 
Q. Dias. 

The training centre will afford 
opportunities to educated foreign 
young men who have expressed a 
desire to devote their life for Bud- 
dhist missionary work. 

At the start there will be room at 
the training centre for only 21 
pupil missionaries who will be 
selected from the large number of 
applicants from a large number of 
foreign countries. 

The cost of each room at the centre 
is expected to be about Rs. 3,000, and 
already a number of leading Buddhists 
have expressed their willingness to 
bear the cost of some of these rooms. 

A sub-committee consisting of 
Messrs. P. P. Siriwardene, Ananda 
Semage, H. D. Perera and D. H. 
Abeyasinghe, has been appointed by 
the Asoka Dharmaduta Sangamaya 
to take steps to complete the centre 
by the end of this year. 


ANOTHER STUDENTS 
SOCIETY 


The urge for Buddhist studies has 
caught college students in Taiwan. 
In less than two months after the 
establishment of the Cheng Chueh 
Buddhist Society in the Taiwan 
Provincial College of Law and Com- 
merce, Taiwan saw the establishment 
of the fifth college students Buddhist 
society in the Provincial College of 
Agriculture in Taichung. 

The society is called Chih Hai 
(Ocean of Wisdom). The inaugura- 
tion ceremony wasattended by a large 
number of well-known kulapatis in- 
cluding the newly-appointed Vice- 
Minister of the Ministry of Examin- 
ations, Professor Chou Pang-tao, 
who is also the founder of the society. 
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At the meeting a resolution was 
passed calling upon UNICEF to take 
appropriate measures to curb evil 
social influences resulting from un- 
savoury motion pictures. 


PREACHING TOUR IN 
AUSTRALIA 


The Ven. Tu Luen, who left Hong 
Kong for Australia on a preaching 
tour, has visited many cities where 
he was welcomed enthusiastically. He 
was in Australia for four months. 

He delivered a large number of 
lectures on Buddhism and on more 
than one occasion, he was called 
upon to debate with other religious 
bodies. 

According to Ven. Tu Luen, learned 
circles in Australia are highly in- 
terested in Oriental culture, history 
and religion. He said the country 
might prove a fertile soil for Bud- 
dhism. 


SOCIETY TO ENFORCE 
THE VINAYA 


“The Buddha has laid down the 
Vinaya to control the actions of the 
Sangha. Therefore, it is ridiculous 
for a Government of laymen to 
legislate for disciplinary action against 
Buddhist monks’. 

This observation was made by the 
Ven. BaddegamaWimalawansa Thera 
at the inaugural meeting of the 
Buddha Sasana Maha Mandalaya held 
in Colombo. This is an organisation 
of the Sangha to supervise and 
control all Buddhist monks. 

The main functions of the Man- 
dalaya are to enforce the Vinaya and 
to bring recalcitrant monks to book. 

Ven. Wimalawansa Thera said that 
certain powerful forces were now 
working hard to villify the Sangha so 
that the power and influence which 
they had yielded so far could be 
destroyed. 


BUDDHA IMAGE LOSES 
WEIGHT 


Japan’s 700-year-old Great Buddha 
at Kamakaru, near Tokyo, has lost 
weight — about five tons — accord- 
ing to a report from Tokyo. 

The giant bronze Buddha Rupa was 
raised on to an earthquake-proof 
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foundation made of ferrotconerete 
reinforced with stainless steel. While 
workmen were moving the image 
they weighed it. 

Previously the Great Buddha was 
estimated to weigh 130 tons. The 
scales now showed that it weighed 
125 tons. 


PREVIOUS LIFE 
MEMORIES 


An American, Dr. lan Stevenson, 
Professor of Neurology and Psy- 
chiatry at the University of Virginia, 
came to India and Ceylon to study 
cases of children who claim to have 
memories of a previous life. 

Dr. Stevenson is a leader in the 
study of the possible survival of the 
human senses after death. He said 
that there was evidence that part of 
the human organism survived physi- 
cal death. 

Speaking of children who claim to 
have lived before, Dr. Stevenson 
said that apparently memories of 
this kind were fragmentary and 
usually faded as the children got 
older. 

Seven dozen such cases have been 
reported in India in the last 60 
years, and Dr. Stevenson said that 
perhaps Buddhist and Hindu beliefs 
in reincarnation proved a favourable 
climate for stories of this kind. 

In Ceylon very recently, as re- 
ported in the February 1961 issue of 
World Buddhism, there was the case 
of a four-and-a-half years old child, 
to whom her last birth was an open 
book. 


BHIKKHU FRONT 
FORMED 


A new Bhikkhu front named the 
Lanka Bhikkhu Sanwidhanaya, has 
been formed in Ceylon. A large 
number of monks representative of 
all sects were present at the meeting 
at which the front was formed. 

Bambarende Siri Seevali Thera said 
that the rise of the monks could not 
be suppressed by anyone. Politicians 
were trying to harm and ruin the 
order of the bhikkhu, he said. “‘Are 
we now going to tolerate all this ?’* 
he asked. 

The group of monks resolved that 
the fundamental rights of the Sangha 
and the rights they enjoyed as citizens 
of Ceylon should be preserved and 


nobody had the right to touch 
them. 
“Monks are custodians of the 


nation and they have been doing 
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their duty for the past 22 centuries,” 
it was pointed out. 

The Sanvidhanaya is to put out a 
number of new publications on the 
life of the bhikkhu, Buddhist edu- 
cation, Buddhist culture, Buddhist 
history, present day Buddhist life 
and International relation in Bud- 
dhism. These publications will be 
distributed free. 


BUDDHIST STUDENTS 
FEDERATION 


The fourth annual sessions of the 
All-Ceylon Buddhist Students Fede- 
ration was held in Colombo on July 
9 and 10. 

During the two-day sessions dele- 
gates, members and teachers from 
over 2,000 schools with a total 
membership of 380,000 participated 
in the celebrations. 

Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, Perma- 
nent Representative of Ceylon at 
the United Nations and High Com- 
missioner for Canada, delivered the 
address at the main session. 

Dr. Malalasekera said that the 
Buddha declared that discipline or 
seela was the basis of all spiritual and 
other development. The whole struc- 
ture of Buddhism would collapse if 
there was slackness in the observance 
of discipline. 


Mr. Titus de Silva is the president 
of the Federation and Mr. Sunil 
Wickrematunga its secretary. 


MOVEMENT CATCHING 
ON 


The Buddhist students movement 
in Ceylon is gathering momentum 
every month. In June last in as many 
as six towns Buddhist students asso- 
ciations were inaugurated. 

These places were Kandy, Matara, 
Galle, Nikawaretiya, Maho, and 
Homagama. At meetings held at 
these six places it was found that 
the enthusiasm of the students was 
much more than expected. 

The All Ceylon Buddhist Students 
Federation is now four years old, 
having been organised in the Buddha 
Jayanti year. At present there are 
Buddhist students associations affi- 
liated to it in 17 towns inthe Island. 


HOME FOR BUDDHIST 
CENTRE 


The Buddhist Centre of the United 
States of America, which is to be 
located in Washington, has been 
greatly handicapped for want of 
a site for its home. 

Inaletter to Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, 
former president of the World 


Fellowship of Buddhists, Professor 
Kurt F. Leidecker, one of the three 
Americans who signed the incorpo- 
ration papers of the Buddhist Centre, 
says that they have a beautiful site 
adjoining a park in Washington. 
The price is some 200,000 dollars. 
“Could you not persuade your 
Government to acquire this ? Who- 
ever would acquire it would have a 
major say in the whole project. The 
Thai Ambassador is in communi- 
cation with his Government and so is 
the Burmese Ambassador’’, writes 


Dr. Leidecker. 


TEMPLE NEEDS 
REPAIRS 


Raja Maha Vihare in Kelaniya, near 
Colombo, needs repairs to the tune 


of Rs, 1,000,000, according to the 


new trustee of the temple, Mr. 
S.D.S.Somaratne. _ 

He said that repairs were needed 
to the roof of the vihara, which was 
in danger of coming down and the 
dagoba. The roof of the vihara is 
propped up and if it is not repaired 
the entire roof might come down. 

He said there were a number of 
cracks in the dagoba which enshrined 
the gold gem-studded throne on 
which the Buddha sat and preached 
when he visited Kelaniya. If these 
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COME TO ROMANTIC 7 


: 
“the land | 
of Buddhism’ | 


Magical, fascinating Ceylon...... land of 
contrasts, where Eest meets West...... 
where the Old World rubs shoulders 
with the New...Ceylon is modern in its 
facilities for rest and play and yet so 
strangely diffirent in its pattern of life 
that the tourist never ceases to wonder 
at this unique Eastern Jewel. 


Good hotels charge an inclusive rate of 
Rs. 55 per day for single room with 
private bath. 


Resthouses (tourist inns) charges Rs. 20 
a day for food and lodging. 
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Probably Ceylon’s best Attractive village damsels of Situated on Colombo’s 
the hamlet of Bataliya, whe waterfront is the House of 
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did surfing and swimming. the road to Kandy. of Commons, 


known sea-side resort; Mt, 


For all travel information on Ceylon consult your travel agent or write direct to: 


THE GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU, 


MARINE DRIVE, COLOMBO I, CEYLON. 
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cracks were not attended to imme- 
diately, there was a danger of the 
dagoba collapsing. 

Mr. Somaratne has also decided to 
have a rest room put up for the 
convenience of the pilgrims who 
daily visit Kelaniya temple. 


ONE-FIFTH OF WORLD 
FOLLOWED BUDDHISM 


Over one-fifth of the world’s 
population followed Buddhism, and 
if that section could be united with a 
single purpose, the cause of wars 
and rumours of wars could be eradi- 
cated and lasting global peace es- 
tablished. 

This observation was made by 
Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, at the annual 
general meeting of the Inter-Faculty 
Brotherhood of the University of 
Buddhist Ceylon, Peradeniya. 

He said that the essence of the 
Buddha’s teaching was Cause and 
Effect or Karma. That doctrine could 
Solve the problems of the world. 

He added that the Sinhalese Bud- 
hists had won the respect of the 
whole world because’ Buddhism 
had been jealously guarded in Ceylon. 
Sinhalese literature, culture and art 
had all been moulded according tothe 
Buddha Dhamma. 


RAIL LINK WITH 
BUDDHA GAYA 


_A_ broad gauge railway line is 
likely to be laid to provide a railway 
link to Buddha Gaya in view of its 
Importance as an international centre 
of Buddhist worship. 

_An assurance to this effect was 
given by Mr. Jagjivan Ram, Minister 
for Railways, Government of India, 
to a deputation headed by Mr. Shah 
Jehan, MLA, which waited upon him 
during his visit to Buddha Gaya. 


TWO MORE SACRED 
CITIES 


Ceylon’s Ministry of Local Govern- 
mént is taking steps to have Devi 
Nuwara, in south Ceylon, and Kela- 
niya, near Colombo, declared sacred 
cities. 

At Devi Nuwara, the Ministry has 
ordered that no buildings should be 
put up in the area marked out as 
the route taken by the annual pera- 
hera (religious procession). 

With regard to Kelaniya, the 
Ministry is studying plans submitted 
by the Department of Town and 
Country Planning to declare it a 
sacred city. 


BUDDHIST EDUCATION 
WORK 


The Buddhist Theosophical Society 
of Ceylon at its annual general meet- 
ing held in Colombo, appointed a 
special committee to continue the 
Buddhist education work started by 
its founder, Col. Olcott. 

Col. Steele Olcott was an American 
who became a Buddhist and came to 
Ceylon. He was a pioneer of Bud- 
dhist education in Ceylon in recent 
times. 

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya was elected 
president of the society. He said that 
the Government had dealt a death 
blow to Buddhist education when 
it took over the schools and vested 
them in the Director of Education. 


TEMPLE RUINS IN 
JUNGLE 


Ruins of Buddhist temples of the 
Anuradhapura period have been un- 
earthed in the jungles of Nochi- 
kulam in north-east Ceylon. The 
finds are expected to be of great 
archaeological value. 

The site of the finds is in the heart 
of the thick jungles. In three places 
where the finds have been unearthed, 
carved granite pillars, moonstones and 
moulds of ancient brick are found on 
elevated places. In one case a rock- 
cave has been found in addition to 
other ruins. 

These finds are said to indicate the 
situation of a meditation centre for 
bhikkhus. 


DHAMMA CHAKRA DAY 
CELEBRATED 


A large assembly of Tibetans, Nepa- 
lese, Sikkimese, and others who 
gathered at the Town Hall, Kalim- 
pong, in West Bengal, on June 25, 
celebrated the anniversary of the 
first sermon of the Buddha delivered 
at the Deer Park at Sarnath. 

Speeches were made by eminent 
Rimpoches and distinguished citizens 
of Kalimpong. Devotional songs in 
Tibetan were sung by students cf the 
Tibet-Bharati School, and a devotion- 
al song was also sungin Nepali. The 
meeting was presided over by Shri 
Sudhir Ranjan Das, former Chief 
Justice of India. 

The Ven. Dardoh Rimpoche gave a 
speech in Tibetan that was eagerly 
listened to by the large number of 
Tibetans present, and this was fol- 
lowed by a speech in Nepali by 
Kazi Dorji-Khangsarpa who sug- 
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gested that a monthly meeting, with 
the idea of studying the Dhamma, 
should be instituted for the many 
Buddhists now in Kalimpong. 

The Ven. Bhikshu Sangharakshita, 
made a speech in English. The presi- 
dent, who is now the Vice-Chancellor 
of Visva-Bharati University, endorsed 
the view of Kazi Dorji - Khangsarpa 
that monthly meetings should start 
in Kalimpong for propagating the 
Dhamma of the Buddha. 


IN SOUTH AMERICAN 
REPUBLICS 


Several Buddhist societies, usually 
small, have been established in 
Mexico and many South American 
republics. 

But the outstanding centre of Bud- 
dhist interest is to be found at the 
National University of Mexico where 
a Buddhist study group composed of 
both students and teachers has been 
in existence since 1951. 

During the past twelve years, 
translations into Spanish have been 
made of the Dhammapada, the Metta 
Sutta and portions of other Buddhist 
texts. 

The principal drawback to the 
spread of Buddhism amongst Spanish- 
speaking peoples is said to be the 
lack of Buddhist literature in Spanish. 


BUDDHIST LEADER IN 
EAST BERLIN 


The president of the World 
Fellowship. of Buddhists, U Chan 
Htoon, was received by the Mayor 
of East Berlin, Herr Friedrich Ebert, 
on the first day of his visit to East 
Germany last month. 

U Chan Htoon was heading a 
delegation of the World Fellowship 
of Buddhists, along with the Secre- 
tary General of the Burmese Union 
of Religious Monks, U Kovida. 


ESALA OBSERVED 
IN LONDON 


The Esala Full Moon Day — the 
anniversary of the first sermon of 
the Buddha — was celebrated last 
month by various nationalities at 
the London Buddhist Vihara. Several 
observed ata sil (Eight Precepts) 

In the morning the celebrations 
commenced with the offering of 
flowers brought by Burmese Bud- 
dhists after which the Ven. H. 
Saddhatissa, incumbent of the Vihara, 
explained the historical significance 
of the day. 
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After the Buddha-puja, dana was 
offered to the resident Buddhist 
monks and those who observed 
ata sil. At 7 p.m. the Ven. Saddha- 
tissa recited the Dhammachakka 
Sutta, the first sermon of the Bud- 
dha, and delivered a discourse on it. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
BUDDHISM 


Part | of the first volume of the 
Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, the pre- 
liminary appearance of which was 
noticed in the July issue of World 
Buddhism, will soon be on the 
market through a sole agency which 
will be taken up by a Ceylon publi- 
shing firm having wide international 
connections. 

Meanwhile, the copy for Part II 
of the same volume is now in the 
press. Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, the 
editor-in-chief, who was in Ceylon 
recently for two months prior to 
his taking up the post of Permanent 
Representative of Ceylon to the 
United Nations, passed the first 
articles for this part to the Ceylon 
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Government Press which has under- 
taken the full task of printing the 
several volumes of the Encyclopaedia. 
The part in the press contains 
notable articles, amongst which is 
an outstanding script by C. Siva- 
ramamurti, M.A., on Ajanta. It will 
be a sumptuous art folio with at 
least six colour plates on this trea- 
sure-house of Buddhist art. 


BURMESE BUDDHIST 
MISSION 


A reception was given to the 
Burmese Buddhist Mission, led by 
U Chan Htoon, president of the 
World Fellowship of Buddhists, at 
the London Buddhist Vihara on 
July 30. 

Ven. H. Saddhatissa, incumbent of 
the Vihara, who organised the re- 
ception, said: ‘‘We are living today 
in a world torn asunder with con- 
flict, confusion and uncertainty. 

“We are, more than ever before, 
in need of the guidance of the 
Buddha’s message of peace, harmony, 
goodwill and loving kindness. When 


BOARD 
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we think of the increasing power of 
destructive weapons there is no 
safety anywhere either in the sky 
or on the earth. Peace in the world 
and goodwill among men are almost 
unknown in our time’. 

Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, former 
president of the World Fellowship 
of Buddhists, was also present at the 
reception. Ven. Saddhatissa_re- 
minded the two Buddhist leaders 
that they should work together 
wholeheartedly to bring about peace 
through the message of the Buddha 
to the troubled world. 

U Chan Htoon said he and his mis- 
sion had already visited many Com- 
munist countries including Russia, 
China, East Germany and Poland and 
had spoken about the message of the 
Buddha. 


PREMISES FOR 
VIHARA 


At the instance of Sir Cyril de 
Zoysa, president of the Ceylon 


Senate and trustee of the London 
G, P. Malalasekera 


Vihara, Dr. 


NMB/SC/1S 
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discussed with the Ven. H. Saddha- 
tissa the purchase of a suitable 
property in London which could 
be converted into a vihara as the 
lease of the present London Vihara 
premises will expire in three years. 

Dr. Malalasekera permanent re- 
presentative of Ceylon to the United 
Nations Organisation and High Com- 
missioner to Canada, was in London 
on his way to New York and paid a 
visit to the London Vihara. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Bodhedrum : (Chinese) Vol. 9, No. 6, May 
1961. Taichung, Taiwan. 

Buddhistischen Gesellscaft : (German) 
Vol. 7, No. 6, June 1961, Hamburg, 
West Germany. 

The Golden Lotus : Vol. 18, No, 2, March 
1961, Philadelphia, USA. 

The Hai Ch’ao Ying Monthly : (Chinese), 
Taipei, Taiwan. 

Jyoti : (Indonesian) Vol. 2, No. 11, May 
1961, and Vol. 2, No. 12, June 1961, 
Surabaja, Indonesia. 

The China Buddhist Monthly : (Chinese) 
Taipei, Taiwan. 

The International Buddhist News Forum : 
Vol. 1, No. 4, April 1961, and Vol. 1, 
No. 5, May 1961, Rangoon, Burma. 

Lien-Hoa : (Vietnamese), Nos. 1. 2, 3 and 
4, 66, Chi-Lang Street, Hue, Vietnam. 

The Light of Buddha: Vol. 6, No, 6, June 
1961, and Vol. 6, No. 7, July 1961, 
Mandalay, Burma. 

Die LEinsicht : (German) June 1961. 

Zurich, Switzerland. 

Metta : Vol. 3, No 1, July 1961, Kensing- 
ton, Australia. 

China Today : No. 10, June 1961, Colombo, 


Ceylon. 

Buddhistische Gemeinde Munchen: July 
1961, Munchen, West Germany. 

Koli-Rajput : (Hindi) Ajmer, India. 

Free World: Vol. 9, No. 4, Manila, 
Philippines. 

Right Views : Vol. 4, No. 12, April 1961, 
and Vol. 5, No. 1, May 1961, Ajmer, 


India. 

Sangha: Vol. 5, No. 6, June’ 196f, 
London, England. 

Der Kreis: No. 34, July-August 1961. 
Bremen, West Germany. 

The Maha Bodhi: Vol. 69, No. 6, June 
1961, Calcutta, India. 

Buddhism Through the Microscope: by. 


Newton de Silva, Fort, Matara, 
Ceylon. 

Dharmachakra : Vol. 13, No. 12, July 1961. 
Bombay, India. 


Free Front : Monthly magazine published 
by the Asia Peoples’ Anti-Communist 
League. Vol. 4, No. 1, June 1961, 
Saigon, Vietnam. 

Manual of Insight: by Ledi Sayadaw 
The Wheel Publication No. 31-32. 
Buddhist Publication Seciety, Kandy, 


Ceylon. ; : 
The Four Sacred Shrines: by Piyadassi 

Thera, Bodhi Leaves No. 8. Buddhist 

Publication Society, Kandy, Ceylon. 


An evil deed committed immediatetly 
bears no fruit, like newly drawn milk 
curdles not at once; smouldering, like fire 
covered gy ashes, it follows the folo. 
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Propagate Buddhism: not some ghost of it 
(Continued from page 4) 


and strains so characteristic of the 
Contemporary scene, would make it 
incumbent on us to Spread this 
Teaching of Peace, inner and outer, 
as far and wide and as faithfully as we 
can. 

Long ago, when the Teaching was 
new, there were no books. It was 
carried in the minds and memories 
of bhikkhus, and handed on orally 
from teacher to pupil in an un- 
broken line. Then came the era of the 
palm-leaf manuscript, when the 
Teachings were committed to writing 
by rather a laborious process, and 
copies made. Because they were 
asked now and again, some of these 
palm-leaf copies were taken, with 
all reverence, to such distant coun- 
tries as China where they, or at all 
events some of them, became trans- 
lated into Sanskrit and Chinese, 
while new writings embodying subtle 
philosophical treatises grew out of 
them and around them, made more 
palatable for the man in the street 
or int he bazaar by the accompany- 
ing growth of legend or cult. 

Perhaps this new audience might 
be compared to the older audience 
who sat under the banyan tree in 
the light of the moon avidly listening 
to the Jataka tales as they were 
unfolded, always with a Buddhist, 
as against a pure folk-lore, slant. 
Long after came the era of the 
printed book, more durable, more 
manageable, easier to use, reaching 
more and more hands and heads, and 
carrying the Teachings to more and 
more countries than were accessible 
to manuscripts. 

The knowledge of Buddhism now- 
adays practically encircles the earth. 
We can read the 26 books com- 
prising the Pali Canon and some of 
the vast output of Mahayanic litera- 
ture in Pali and Sanskrit and Chinese 
and so on; or in translations, which 
are the next best thing, into other 
Eastern or into Western tongues. 
We have too the old commentaries 
and acertain amount of more modern 
critical apparatus; and we have a 
plethora of books about Buddhism, 
sometimes sound and well based, 
but sometimes less so with not much 
of Buddhism in them. A standard of 
criticism can only be gained by 
reading the texts themselves or a 
translation regarded by competent 
authorities as reliable. 

Or again, the East has the tradition 
and the basic knowledge; the West a 


far more superficial understanding 
apt to be clouded and obscured by 
the ingrained dogmas of other ways 
of thinking. | do most strongly 
urge it is Buddhism we want to 
propagate for the good of the world, 
as a barrage against its more material - 
istic attitudes, and not some wan 
ghost of it, whether we do so by 
private meditation, by study and 
practice, by writing about the subject, 
by teaching and lecturing, or by 
editing and translating the early 
texts as they have been handed down. 

It is only by a union of the two, 
of East and West, by making them 
work as a team, that Buddhism as 
it was meant to be by its founder and 
as it still should be, can rightly be 
called “‘Buddhism” by Western peo- 
ple. It is only then that it will be able 
to attract to itself the power it 
needs to make its full contribution 
to the peace of the world, now, as 
it is in the days of the Emperor 
Asoka, that other amazing son of 
India, who ordained that the re- 
verberation of the war drums would 
be replaced by. the reverberation of 
the drum of Dhamma. 


India holds the Budddha.... 

(Continued from page 5) ; 
Bodhi Society has gained strength 
and many branches in different parts 
of India have been set up. 

The message of the Buddha is 
eternal. His message of universal 
peace, of tolerance, his belief that 
violence cannot end violence and that 
peace and charity alone can do so 
has been proved through the ages. 

Asoka realised the significance of 
its truth and adopted it not only in 
his personal life but also made 
it the basis of his State policy. 

Never in all history is the need for 
a proper realisation of these truths 
greater. In the present conditions 
of the world, when nuclear weapons 
can destroy mankind and this planet 
itself to smithereens, the teachings 
of all those sages and above all of the 
Buddha shine brighter than ever. 

If only we all would follow the 
rules of conduct laid down by the 
Buddha and adopt them in our 
personal lives and in the formulation 
of our domestic and foreign policies, 
our countries and the world would 
be saved from much trouble and 
travail. 

(From an address to the Buddhist 
Society oj the Vidyalankara University) 
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GOVT. WILL NOT INTERFERE 
WITH VINAYA RULES 


By Sirima Bandaranaike 
(Prime Minister of Ceylon) 


jt is wrong to say that the Govern- 

ment is seeking to destroy the 
freedom of the Sangha by legislation. 
The Government does not intend to 
interfere in any way with the rules 
of the Vinaya or in matters relating 
to the different Nikayas (sects). 

All that is proposed is to imple- 
ment the recommendations of the 
Buddha Sasana Report in consulta- 
tion with the Sangha for the preser~ 
vation of the Sasana in the same 
manner aS was done by Buddhist 
kings of old. 

It is well known that at certain 
periods of the history cf Ceylon 
Buddhist monks were so pious and 
learned that it was almost impossible 
to finda bhikkhu who had not attain- 
ed the paths. Ceylon is therefore 
regarded by the Buddhist world as 
the centre of Theravada Buddhism. 

There were, of course, in the 
history of the Sasana in Ceylon 
both dark and bright periods. 

History records how under the 
guidance and wise leadership of the 
learned Sangha the kings and min- 
isters of various periods protected 
the Sasana. The early period 
after the arrival of the foreigners in 
Ceylon could well be described as 
the darkest era of the Sasana in 
Ceylon. 

It has to be mentioned with pride 
how the Sangha came forward even 
at the sacrifice of their lives to 
develop the Sasana in Ceylon as well 
as protect it during its dark periods. 


STRONG DESIRE 
Once Ceylon attained indepen- 


dence there was a strong desire 
on the part of the Buddhists to 


restore Buddhism to its pristine 
glory. 
Because the then Government 


paid no heed to the requests of the 
Buddhists the All-Ceylon Buddhist 
Congress appointed a committee to 
inquire into Buddhist affairs. This 
committee not only investigated the 
Buddhist community in the country 
in the course of its visits to every 
nook and corner in the island but 
it was also responsible for creating 
a remarkable enthusiasm among the 
Buddhist public. 
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It is indisputable that in recent 
history there was never so large a 
gathering of Buddhist monks as the 
one that assembled at Ananda Col- 
lege, Colombo, on the 4th of Febru- 
ary, 1956, to receive the report of 
this committee. 

You are as well aware as | am of the 
promise that the late Premier, Mr. 
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, made to 
fulfil the requests of the Buddhists 
as embodied in the report of that 
commission and you are also aware 
how for that reason a large number of 
Buddhist monks as well as laymen 
became his supporters and worked 
for him. 

All will remember how when he 
came into power he appointed a 
Ministry for Cultural Affairs, created 
a Department for Cultural Affairs 
and commenced activities connected 
with the Sasana, . 

The proposals of the committee 
of inquiry into Buddhist activities 
did not indicate how such important 
proposals as the establishment of a 
high court for the clergy and a 
Sasana Mandalaya should be imple- 
mented. The Buddhist Sasana Com- 
mission was appointed to formulate 
the methods of implementing these 
important proposals. 

In the course of the election 
campaign we pledged that we would 
fulfil the requests. of the Buddhists 
to take over assisted schools and to 
implement the proposals of the 
Sasana Commission. 

Except for a handful, both laymen: 
and clergy, who were opposed to the 
Buddha Sasana Commission from its 
very inception, the majority of the 
people did not only not oppose 
them but were even helpful in put- 
ting them into power. 

| would like to state clearly and 
very emphatically that the recom- 
mendations of both the Committee 
and the Commission are the demands 
of the large majority of Buddhists 
in this country. 

As soon as we thought of imple- 
menting the Sasana Commission re- 
commendations there was great op- 
position. We could scarcely believe 
that even certain Buddhist monks 
who clamoured as to why the de- 
mands of the Buddhists were not 
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being met should now be opposed to 
‘them. 

Various people attributed to that 
sudden opposition various reasons, 
some said it was because of the 
cancellation of teaching appoint- 
ments, others said that it was be- 
cause of the fear that they would 
lose the high positions that they had 
obtained; still others said it was 
because on previous occasions they 
had been given appointment in order 
to stifle their opposition. 


NOT REAL REASONS 


| do not believe that these are 
the real reasons. Our people are 
intelligent enough to understand 
that those who have entered the 
Sangha have done so to observe the 
Precepts and not to seek employ- 
ment. Whatever it is, it has to be 
accepted that there is opposition. 

Throughout the ages the Sangha 
had always acted with a feeling for 
the country, the nation and the 
Sasana. It is evident that there are 
certain political leaders who do not 
hesitate to exploit any statement 
that the Sangha made on such an 
occasion as that. 

| wish to emphatically state that the 
Buddhist public will not be misled by 
the present propaganda which is 
being indulged in by the same per- 
sons who were responsible for the 
earlier propaganda. 

It has to be accepted that the 
recommendations of the Sasana Re- 
pert embody the wishes of the 
majority of laymen and the Sangha. 
It has also to be accepted that im- 
plementing those proposals is not an 
arbitrary act of the Government. 

| for one cannot see any reason to 
oppose the Sasana Report if one 
reads it carefully and impartially. 
There are in it valuable proposals for 
the welfare and development of the 
Sasana and the Sangha. Registration 
of bhikkhus is something that is 
being done even now. It has been 
proposed that this should be done in 
a more systematic way. 

By this means people who cause 
harm to the Sasana by masquerading 
as bhikkhus as well as those who 
conduct such campaigns as the tha- 
pasa campaign which are harmful to 
the Sasana will find no place. It is 
understood that some cf the bhik- 
khus are opposed to the proposal that 
bhikkhus should keep out of party 
politics. 


(Continued on page 26) 


Sangha Reform 


SEVERAL POINTS OF VIEW 
EXPRESSED 


HE controversy over the reform 
of the Sangha in Ceylon began 
after the report of the Buddha 
Sasana Commission advocating cer- 
tain changes was published, but 
it shot up after the verdict of the 
Premier Bandaranaike’s assassination 
case in which two Buddhist monks, 
Buddharakkita Thera and Somarama 
Thera, were sentenced to be hanged. 
Several points of view on the 
reform of the Sangha have been 
expressed and continue to be ex- 
pressed. 

The Ministry of Cultural Affairs 
is making arrangements to convene 
a meeting of the permanent sub- 
committee appointed to advise the 
Government on implementing the 
Commission report. 

The sub-committee comprises the 
Ven. Kalukondayawe Pannasekera 
Maha Nayaka Thera (chairman), the 
Ven. Haldanduwane Dharmarakkita 
Thera, the Ven. Madihe Pannasiha 
Maha Nayaka Thera, the Ven. Hen- 
pitagedera Gnanasiha Thera and 
Messrs. P. de S. Kularatnaand C. D.S. 
Siriwardene. 

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, said 
that widespread propaganda was 
being carried on in the country today 
stating that the present Govern- 
ment was not taking steps to imple- 
ment the Commission’s report. 

No one should be misled and 
alarmed by this false propaganda, 
she said. The report would be imple- 
mented shortly for the entire good 
of the Sangha and the Buddha Sasana 
and that was their aim. 

The Minister of Cultural Affairs, 
Mr. Mathripala Senanayake, said: 
“Our Government will leave no stone 
unturned to implement the Sasana 
Commission report and make this 
Island a Dharmadipa’’. 

He added that no injustice would 
be done to any section of the people 
by implementing the report. 

The All-Ceylon Amarapura Maha 
Sangha Sabha has opposed the im- 
plementation of the report. A 
statement issued by the secretary 
of the Sabha states that the Sabha 
rejects the report compiled by the 
Buddhist laity ‘‘as it has not been 
placed before the Maha Sangha for 
approval before submission to the 
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Government and as it has failed in 
its appointed task of raising the 
standard of the Buddha Sasana in 
this country”’. 

The statement further says: ‘‘The 
Government appears to be adamant 
in implementing the recommend- 
ations of the Buddha Sasana Com- 
mission to subject the bhikkhus, who 
alone had been the guardians of the 
Buddha Dhamma in this land for 
over 2,500 years, to a board of 19 
of the Buddhist clergy and 82 mem- 
bers of the Buddhist laity. 

“The Buddhists of Ceylon would 
do well to keep in mind that Ceylon 
bhikkhus rank high amongst the 
best bhikkhus of the world and 
should be treated as a national and 
valuable asset which should not be 
despised or disregarded”. 

The Sabha decided to take steps 
immediately to frame a code of 
rules and regulations that should 
govern the Amarapura Nikaya. A 
committee of 25 was appointed to 
frame the code. 

The Malwatte-Asgiri and Kotte 
nikayas at a meeting of their united 
front adopted a resclution stating 
that when the recommendations of 
the report are implemented, it would 
be the end of the Sangha. 

Therefore, the united front decided 
“not to accept any action by the 
Government without the consent 
of our organisation’. 


RATIONAL CHANGES 


Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, former 
president of the World Fellowship 
of Buddhists and now appointed 
Ceylon’s representative at the 
United Nations, points out that for 
500 years there had been no proper 
Government or State in Ceylon to 
look after the interests of the 
Buddhists and, in particular, the 
affairs of the Sangha, in the manner 
as it happened in earlier times. 

With the radical change of con- 
ditions of life in the community 
and the removal of State patronage, 
the Sangha has been left to fend 
for itself, with no adequate means 
of support. 

It has become essential, therefore, 
to decide whether monks should 
in no circumstances be allowed to 
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deviate from the practices hitherto 
followed or whether some change 
in these practices should be allowed 
or even encouraged. 

It cannot be claimed that the 


present community of monks in 


Ceylon is at present satisfactorily 
provided with their essential re- 
quirements. Some means must 
therefore be found to meet this 
inadequacy. 

There is also the administration 
of the Buddhist temporalities. There 
can be no sight sadder than that of a 
monk hanging about in the law 
courts because he is inolved in 
some ecclesiastical dispute. Means 
must be found to prevent such 
occurrence. 

These are some—a very few—of 
the problems connected with the 
Sangha, which need urgent attention, 
says Dr. Malalasekera. For many 
years, it was thought that the 
‘Buddhists of this country should 
undertake by themselves the res- 
ponsibility for initiating and im- 
plementing such reforms. 

It has now been found that that 
was a vain hope and that the State 
should undertake at least a share 
of the responsibility, especially when 
a Government has been returned to 
power on pledges which promised, 


among other things, measures for 
the reform of the Sangha. 

Dr. Malalasekera is reported to 
have said, while addressing a meeting 
of the Ceylon University Buddhist 
Brotherhood that the reformers of 
the Sangha should begin by reforming 
themselves in the first instance. 

This statement was not relished 
by the Government and his de- 
parture to the United Nations was 
stopped until he explained the re- 
marks he was alleged to have made. 
After his explanation, he left on 
July 25. 

Dr. Malalasekera stated in his 
explanation to the Prime Minister 
that what he said was that what was 
required was a reform of the entire 
Sasana and not merely a reform of 
the Sangha. 

The entire Sasana consisted of the 
Sangha and the laity. It was futile to 
attempt to reform the Sangha if 
no reforms were brought about 
among the laity. 

Dr. Malalasekera said: ‘‘All of us 
laymen should set an exmaple to the 
Sangha and a special effert should 
be made to practise and preserve the 
Five Precepts. This would be a great 
service’’. 

The Buddha Sasana Commission 
was appointed as there was a special 


need to do so. The Commission had 
very long discussions and delibera- 
tions and went into the whole issue 
very thoroughly. There was no 
doubt that Sasana reforms should 
be implemented at the present 
moment, he said. 


RIGHTS OF MONKS 


Ven. Bambarende Sri Seevali Thera, 
a monk who takes a great interest 
in Buddhist politics, said: ‘“‘“Govern- 
ments may come and go, but Bud- 
dism goes on for ever. We Bud- 
dhist monks must safeguard our 
rights and the rights of all Buddhists’’. 

He emphasised: “Our Vinaya rules 
were laid down to us by the Buddha. 
The code of discipline for us was 
defined in those Vinaya rules. We 
try to follow them. We are not 
going to step out of this code and 
follow any new rules that are likely 
to be laid down by Governments. 

“One Government may lay down 
one thing today and another may lay 
down a completely different thing 
tomorrow depending on its own 
political conceptions. We monks 
are not here to pay “‘pooja’ to the 
political needs of any Government. 
We are here to protect the reli- 
gion”. 
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He added that their religious 
activities were free and that was 
one significant feature in Buddhism. 
They were never bound by com- 
mandments. Whenever governments 
interfered in their activities there 
arose trouble. 


PROTECTION 


The chairman of the Buddha 
Sasana Commission, Ven. Kalukonda- 
yawe Pannasekera Maha Nayaka 
Thera, in the course of a communique 
on the subject, said: “‘We declare 
that the Government has no inten- 
tion of implementing any decisions 
which are not contained in our 
report and that our recommend- 
ations have been drawn up in order 
to safeguard the rights and powers 
of bhikkhus and for the protection 
of the Sasana and not for causing 
any danger to the Sangha’’. 


He said that rumours to the effect 
that Government was attempting to 
control the Sangha by means of 
rules and regulations arbitrarily en- 
forced were false. If the Commission’s 
report was implemented the Buddha 
Sasana would be protected for an- 
other four or five hundred years, 
he observed. 


Giving reasons for the reform of 
the Sangha, he said that today any- 
body could don a yellow robe. 
There was no one authority for the 
Buddhist clergy. From time to time 
there had been reforms of the 
Sangha and now it was high time to 
cleanse the Sangha. 


The Minister of Cultural Affairs, 
Mr: Maithripala Senanayake, who 
is handling the report of the Sasana 
Commission, has come in for a good 
deal of criticism, especially from 
bhikkhus. 


Ven. K. Gnanamoli Thera, for 
instance, said that there was in the 
country now a ‘“‘new Buddha” — 
Maithripala Buddha — who was 
attempting to rule the Sangha by 
enforcing new ligislation. 


“We have a set of Vinaya rules’, 
he said, “‘and we anticipate no more 
rules from the Government or any 
other body. The Sangha Vinaya was 
framed by Lord Buddha.”’ 


Another monk, Ven. Delgoda 
Vijitananda Thera, said that Mr. 
Maithripala Senanayake was trying 
to alter the tenets laid down 2,500 
years ago by the Buddha. He ob- 
served that the cultural and social 
position of the Buddhists today 


was due to the background provided 
by education sponsored by the 


Sangha for the past 2,500 years. 
Ven. W. Pandita Wimalatissa Thera 
said that a thousand Buddhist monks 
were ready to leave the robes on an 
appointed day if the iniquitous alle- 


gations and charges against the 
Sangha were not halted. 
Despite limitations, the monks 


were making the best effort to live 
upto Buddhist ethics and it was 
disgusting to see them abused and 
insulted. 


“There are signs that the bhikkhus 
and the Buddhists will have no place 
in the near future’, said Ven. Mirissa 
Pandita Chandajoti. ‘The forward 
march and the progress of bhikkhus 
have been hindered’’. It was a joke 
to see certain people talk of purifying 
the Sasana while they themselves did 
not know what the Sasana was, he 
added. 


Ven. Talpawila Seelawansa Thera, 
one of the principal members of the 
Eksath Bhikkhu Peramuna (United 
Bhikkhu Front) now disbanded, has 
announced that he is coming back 
to politics to fight the proposal 
of the Minister of Cultural Affairs to 
implement the Buddha Sasana Com- 
mission report. 


“We monks cannot accept Mr. 
Senanayake as a Buddha’, he said. 
“He is now trying to frame rules to 
punish the monks. These attempts 
will in no way uplift the Sasana. 


“Although | am sixty now and 
retired from politics |am determined 
to protect the Sasana. After the 
assassination of Mr. Bandaranaike, 
| thought of retiring and devoting 
myself to cultural work. But be- 
cause of this unjust conduct which 
is destructive of the Sangha, | have 
changed my mind’, he said. 


GREAT HARM 


Dr. E. W. Adikaram, a former 
principal of the Buddhist college, 
Ananda Sastralaya, took to task 
dusseela or recalcitrant bhikkhus who 
continue to draw salaries while re- 
ceiving their basic necessities from 
the laity. 

He said that Bhikkhus who took 
up employment for financial reasons 
were doing great harm to Buddhism 
when their task was to lead the laity 
on the path of virtue. He added that 
Lord Buddha had stated that dusseela 
bhikkhus who received dana from 
the laity were swallowing fire balls. 
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Mr. Senanayake has, however, re- 
futed the allegation that the imple- 
mentation of the Sasana Commission 
report is motivated by political 
considerations. 

He said that the Commission con- 
sisted of responsible persons from 
among the clergy and the laity and 
the recommendations were made by 
them. His Ministry was only imple- 
menting the recommendations and 
it was being done with the intention 


of cleansing the Sasana. 

Meanwhile, a United Front of 
three Nikayas (sects) — Siam, Uda- 
rata Amarapura and Ramanna — is 
to be launched to protect temple 
properties and the rights of the 
Sangha against action by the Gov- 
ernment in implementing the Buddha 
Sasana Commission report. 


The Front will, however, con- 
sider drawing up a code by them- 
selves to meet the present crisis 
among the folds of the Sangha. The 
code will lay down rules which will 
have to be adhered to by members 
of their various Nikayas. 


“The situation we are now con- 
fronted with is not one of a threat 
to a particular Nikaya but to the 
entire Sasana and we must act 
immediately”, said Ven. Akuratiya 
Amarawansa Nayaka Thera, at a 
joint meeting of the Asgiriya and 
Malwatte Chapters of monks in 
Kandy, which discussed the need 
foracode. The meeting unanimously 
decided to appoint a sub-committee 
to drawn up a code of rules. 


The meeting felt that the entire 
Sangha of all Nikayas was facing a 
“grave danger’ as a result of the 
Government contemplating the im- 
plementation of certain recommend- 
ations of the Buddha Sasana Com- 
mission report, 


The group of monks who recently 
organised the Lanka Bhikkhu San- 
widhanaya — a new bhikkhu front — 
also resolved that the fundamental 
rights of the Sangha and the rights 
they enjoy as citizens of Ceylon must 
be preserved and nobody had any 
right to touch these. 

They also resolved that there 
cannot be any reforms of the Sangha 
except as part of reforming the 
entire structure of society in Ceylon, 
economically and socially. 

The following resolution was 
adopted at a meeting of the Sasana- 
rakshaka Bauddha Mandalaya to be 
submitted to the Minister of Cultural 
affairs :— 
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“This Mandalaya while congratu- 
lating the Government on the deci- 
sion taken to implement the recom- 
mendations of the Buddha Sasana 
Commission despite the  mis- 
chievous agitation carried on by a 
certain section of undisciplined monks 
in this country, wishes to reiterate 
that the laudable object of the Gov- 


ernment to resuscitate the Buddha 
Sasana will not be achieved unless 
certain proposals in the report 
which are not in keeping with the 
Vinaya rules are amended in con- 
formity with the Vinaya, as pointed 
out in the memorandum submitted 
to the Government and dated 18th 
September 1961 by this mandalaya.” 


Letter to the Editor 


HUNGARIAN BUDDHIST 
MISSION 


In the April issue of World Buddhism 
under the title Patron of Buddhist 
Society, we read that His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama had become the 
patron of the London Buddhist 
Society and that “This is the first time 
that the Dalai Lama has so honoured 


any Buddhist organisation outside 
Tibet.”’ 

This is not correct. 

The fact is that Their Holines- 


ses the Dalai Lama and the Panchen 
Lama of Tibet had become patrons 
of the Mahayana Sangha in the 
West earlier. 


On December 5, 1956, His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, accompanied by the 
Panchen Lama, paid a visit to Ananda 
Vihara in Bombay. The Rev. Rudolf 
Petri apriest of the Arya Maitreya 
Mandala and representative of this 
Order in Sverige presented a cere- 
monial scarf of welcome to the 
Dalai Lama. As representative of the 
Arya Maitreya Mandala and the 
Western Buddhist Order, Rev. 
Rudolf Petri requested them to 
honour the Sangha by becoming its 
patrons. 


Their Holinesses graciously con- 
sented to become patrons of the 
Mahayana Sangha in India and the 
various countries of the West in- 
cluding Hungary, Latvia, Estonia, 
and Lithuania, Sweden, Germany and 
wherever the Sangha is established. 

The Western Buddhist of London 
in its Winter 1956, issue carried a 
picture of Their Holinesses together 
with Rev. R. Petri. 


| would also like to tell you that 
since 1956 there has been function- 
ing at Budapest, the capital of 
Hungary, the first Buddhist Priest 
Seminary of Europe. It is sponsored 
by the Hungarian Government in 
co-operation with the Arya Maitreya 
Mandala. His Holiness also be- 
came a patron of the Seminary. 


This was therefore the first time that 
the Great Lamas have so honoured any 
Buddhist organisation outside Tibet. 


Ven. Dr. Ernest Hetenyi 
(Leader of the Hungarian Buddhist 
Mission, Budapest) 


TOOTH RELIC FLOWN 
BACK 


The Tooth Relic of the Buddha 
from China, which was exposed 
for veneration in many parts of 
Ceylon during two months, was 
taken back to China by air on August 
10. A four-engined Air Ceylon 
turbo-jet plane carried the Relic 
back. 

A brief 20-minute farewell cere- 
mony, at which the Governor- 
General, the Prime Minister, Presi- 
dent of the Senate, Cabinet Ministers 
and members of the diplomatic corps 
were present, ended the Island-wide 
exposition of the Relic in Ceylon. 

The Relic arrived in a motorcade 
at the Ratmalana airport at 3 p.m. 
It was taken to the tarmac in a 
crimson and gold chariot and there 
received by the Prime Minister, 

She offered a tray of red and 
white flowers. After the chanting 
of pirith by monks accommodated 
on a special dais, the Prime Minister 
and the Chinese Ambassador in 
Ceylon, Mr. Chang Tsang-ming, ad- 
dressed the gathering. 

The Prime Minister said that the 
tour of the Relic had been historic 
both for China and Ceylon. She 
thanked the people and the Premier 
of China for sending the Relic to 
Ceylon. 

The Chinese Ambassador said that 
the tour of the Relic had strengthen- 
ed the friendly relations that existed 
between the two countries. He 
said the Relic had been duly honoured 
wherever it had been taken. 
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Course for British 
Buddhists 


(From a Correspondent in U.K.) 

HREE British summer courses, 

two of them for practising 
Buddhists, and the other chiefly 
designed to teach interested Britons 
more about the religion and culture, 
are to be held in the United Kingdom 
this year. 

The first during the last week of 
this month, is a week of meditation 
organised by the English Sangha 
Association, to be held at an Oxford 
College. The organiser is the Vene- 
rable Pannavaddho, an English Bud- 
dhist monk who is secretary of the 
Association. 

He says that the course will be 
solely for British practising Buddhists. 
About 20 people expected to attend 
will spend almost the whole of the 
time of the course in meditation, 
under monastic conditions. Similar 
courses have been held during each 
of the past six years. 

From the first week of August 
a school was held in Devon 
under the sponsorship of Mr. B. 
L. Broughton, a former president of 
the British Maha Bodhi Society. 

During the two or three weeks 
of the course about 20 Buddhists 
were be in residence, and invitations 
were sent to neighbouring towns 
welcoming any persons interested in 
Buddhism. 

Daily classes of instruction were 
conducted by the Venerable H. 
Saddhatissa Thera incumbent of the 
London Buddhist Vihara, and Dr. 
Rahula Thera of Paris, who was 
in the United Kingdom at that time. 

The third course is to be held at 
High Leigh, the former old stately 
home in Huddeston, Hertfordshire, 
which has been specially converted 
for use as a residential summer 
school. It will be the tenth annual 
Buddhist course there. 

The schoo! will last for a week 
from September |. So far more 
than 90 bookings have been made, 
but it is expected that about 120 
people will attend, many of them 
from Asian countries. Others will 
attend from Britain, Belgium, Swe- 
den, Finland, France and the United 
States. 

All but about a quarter of those 
taking part will be Buddhists. The 
daily programme in ‘the school will 
comprise services of meditation 
classes on Buddhism and discussions 
and lectures. 
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UNION 


By E. D. Sharpor 
(Chairman of the Religious Board of Buddhists of the U.S.S.R.) 


THERE are many faiths and reli- 
gious beliefs in the Soviet Union. 
Before the revolution, the Buddhists 
of Russia had to facea great deal of 
obstruction from the Christians. 
The Buddhists were very often 
converted into the Christian religion. 
The Soviet Government as far 
back as 1918 liquidated the domi- 
nating position of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church in the country. All the 
Churches and faiths became equal. 
As religion has now become an 
independent institute from that of 
the Government, no one is now 
coerced in the name of religion. 
The Buddhist faith exists in the 
Soviet Union on a par with other 
religious beliefs. 

The Buddhist religion, and_ its 
Lamaist branch, is now widespread 
among the population of the Buryat 
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lic, in the Aginskoye National Area 
of the Chita Region, and in the 
Buryat National Area of the Irkustsk 
Region. Buddhism is also practised 
by the residents of the Kalmyk 
Autonomous Republic and the Tuva 
Autonomous Region. 

Both Buddhist laymen and the 
priests enjoy political and civil rights 
on an equal footing with all citizens 
of the Soviet Union. The laws of the 
Soviet Union prohibited persecution 
for religious convictions and the 
insulting of the religious feelings 
of believers. 

Buddhists revere the memory of 
the remarkable man who left his 
home and hearth to find what he 
called salvation. People called him 
the Buddha. And his great teaching 
called Buddhism spread out widely. 
In the very place where Buddhism is 
preached, the believers put up and 
are putting up temples and monas- 
teries ornamented with frescoes and 
statues. 

In creating works of art in memory 
of their beloved teacher, Buddhism 
imbibed in the peoples a love for the 
beautiful. Buddhist art exerted a 
tremendous influence on the develop 
ment of the entire art of the peoples 
of Asia, on architecture, sculpture 
and painting. This influence was also 
felt by the Buddhists of the Soviet 
Union. 


1961 


But not all the countries have many 
temples and monasteries. In some 
there are more, in others less. 
There are not many of them in the 
Soviet Union. But this does not 
signify at all that the Buddhists in the 
USSR revere the memory of the 
great Teacher less. There are 
historical reasons for that. 

Firstly, in comparison with other 
countries, such as India, Ceylon 


(Continued on next page) 


116,000 BOOKLETS 
DISTRIBUTED 


The Total output of the year was 
116,000 booklets distributed, aganist 
81,000 in 1959, says the Ven. Nya- 
naponika Maha Thera, honorary 
secretary of the Buddhist Publica- 
tion Society of Kandy, in his report 
or 1960. 


This total comprises 58,000 copies of 
The Wheel series, 43,000 copies of the 
Bodhi Leaves series, 12,000 Damsak 
(Sinhala) booklets and 3,000 special 
publications. 

The Damsak series was started in 1960 
in response to suggestions from many 
readers in Ceylon. 

“It was encouraging to us’’, the report 
states, “that the literary standard and the 
instructive value of our publications were 
appreciated in many kind letters we 
received from abroad and from Ceylon’’. 

The area of distribution of the booklets 
covered Ceylon and 58 foreign countries. 
Two new countries, Nigeria and Uruguay, 
were added to the list. 

The number of readers, including Bud- 
dhist societies which receive large sup- 
plies, had increased to 1,600 by December 
31, 1960. ‘““We have been happy to add a 
few new readers in countries where Bud- 
dhist literature is not easily available, as 
in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Spain’’, 
says the report. 

“Our mailing to India (individuals and 
societies) had increased considerably 
during the year, and regularly ample 
supplies of literature were sent for dis- 
tribution during lecture tours. But in 
India as well as in many other countries 
there is a much higher potential for bene- 
ficial distribution than can be covered 
by the financial and organisational means 
at our disposal’’. 


The deed is well done, which being done, 
one afterwards repents not, and the fruit 
whereof one receives with delight and 
happiness. 
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and Japan, on the territory of 
the Soviet Union, where Buddhism 
is being practised now, it began to 
spread comparatively recently — 
about two or three centuries ago. 
That took place at the end of the 
17th century. It was from Tibet that 
we inherited Buddhism. Damba 
Dorji Sayaif, a citizen of our country, 
visited Tibet and after learning 
Buddhism there returned to Buriath 
Mongolia with a few other Tibetan 
Buddhist lamas. Later on Damba 
Dorji Sayaif who attained the position 
of lama became the leader of the 
Buddhists in our country. 


In 1741 the Russian Empress 
Queen Elizabeth also recognised 
Damba Dorji as the leader of the 
Buddhists of Russia. He too was 
the first Bandido Hambo Lama of 
Buriath Mongolia and the whole 
of Russia. Thereafter, there have 
been 17 Bandido Hambo Lamas and 
the 18th is now the Chairman of the 
Religious Board of the Buddhist of 
the Soviet Union. 


FORMER NOMADS 


Secondly, much depends on the way 
of life of the believers. In the majority 
of cases the Buddhists in the Soviet 
Union are former nomads. They 
settled down only about forty years 
ago. These circumstances put their 
imprint on the creation of Buddhist 
religious memorials. Nevertheless, 
there are such Buddhist memorials 
on the territory of the USSR which 
the readers of their faith would be 
interested to learn about. 


There are five big pagodas in the 
Soviet Union. First of all, among 
the splendid works of Buddhist 
architecture is Europe’s most beauti- 
ful Buddhist temple in Leningrad. 
It was ornamented by the father 
of the eminent Soviet scholar of 
Buddhism, Roerich. This temple 
also possesses two rare statues of the 
Buddha. One of them was the 
gift of the King of Siam, and the 
other a present from Rangoon. 

Other significant memorials of the 
Buddhist religion are the Gusind- 
ozyorsky and lvolga datsans. They 
possess numerous articles pertaining 
to rites and collections of rare Bud- 
dhist books. Thus, the Ivolga datsan 
boasts of 108 volumes of the great 
Kagyur — the unique encyclopaedia 
of the Buddhist religion. The 
Kagyur has been written in the 
Tibetan language. The dastan’s 
library also has 220 volumes of 


comments on the Kagyur written 
in Sanskrit. 

To give vent to their religious 
feelings, the Buddhists of the Soviet 
Union go to the monasteries, temples 
and houses of worship. The most 
celebrated among Buddhist believers 
is the Ivolga Datsan, located not 
far from Ulan-Ude, capital of the 
Buryat Autonomous Republic. At the 
same time it is the residence of the 
USSR Buddhist Religious Board. 

This monastery was built com- 
paratively recently — in 1944-45. 
The datsan is surrounded by the 
homes of the priests. The storehouse 
of the cult’s property and a library 
with several thousand volumes of 
religious literature are also located 
here. There is a guest house there 
for believers arriving from other 
districts. 

The other large datsan is the one 
in the town of Aginskoye Chita 
Region. Its dean is the eminent 
Buddhist religious leader Zhimbal- 
Dorzhi Gomboyev. He is the first de- 
puty Chairman of the Religious Board 
of Buddhists of the USSR. Gomboyev 
has devoted himself to the Buddhist 
faith since the age of 12. At the age 
of 20 he already received the tile 
of ‘‘galshi’’, and subsequently the 
priestly calling of “‘gabzhi’’ was 
conferred on him. Zhimbal4Dorzhi 
Gomboyev has been head of the 
Aginskoye Datsan for a long time. 

The Buddhists are headed by the 
USSR Buddhist Religious Board. Its 
Presidium is chosen from among the 
priests and laymen. Bandido Hambo 
Lama, the leader of all Buddhists, 
laymen as well as priests, is elected 
by a conference of all Buddhists. 
At the same time a Board is appointed 
consisting of two laymen and two 
priests. These five are the leaders 
responsible for the Buddhists of the 
country. 

The two deputy leaders are Did 
Hambo Lama Gamboev and Did 
Padma Jordi Jambalov. The other 
two are laymen. It is through the 
medium of this Board that the 
entire activities of Buddhists of the 
Soviet Union are controlled. The 
Religious Board guides the religious 
life of the Buddhists. Jt is in charge 
of all the Buddhist monasteries, 
temples, houses of worship, stupas, 
etc. 

The Chairman of the USSR Bud- 
dhist Religious Board is Bandido 
Hambo lama Eshi-Dorzhi Sharapoy, 
a profound student of the Buddhist 
religion. He was born on the 
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territory of what is now the Buryat 
Autonomous Republic and is now 
76 years old. His father was a peasant 
cattle breeder, a_ religious man 
holding in reverence the tenets of 
the Buddhist religion. On the wish 
of his father, Eshi-Dorzhi entered 
the Gusino-ozyorsky datsan at the 
age of twelve. For almost a quarter 
of a century Eshi-Dorzhi Sharapov 


studied theological sciences and 
familiarised himself with Buddhist 
practices. 


In 1930 the title of lama gepshi 
and the priestly calling of gelun were 
conferred on him. After that he 
held various posts in the Buddhist 
temples of Buryatia. 

In the autumn of 1956 Eshi-Dorzhi 
Sharapov was elected Chairman of 
the USSR Buddhist Religious Board 
at the USSR Buddhist Congress. 

Besides his great religious activity, 
he is an eminent public figure. Being 
the head of the Buddhists in the 
USSR, Eshi-Dorzhi Sharapov does not 
stand aside from the struggle waged 
by the Soviet people for peace and 
for friendship among nations. 

Eshi-Dorzhi Sharapov many a time 
headed Soviet Buddhist delega- 
tions going to various countries. 
In January 1958 he was elected a 
member of the Executive Committee 
of the Indo-Soviet Friendship Society. 
Sharapoy is also a member of 
the Soviet Committee for Afro- 
Asian Solidarity. 


300 LAMAS 


On the territories with a Buddhist 
population there are 300 lamas 
divided into two sections. Whilst 
one section lives in the village tem- 
ples, the other section goes from 
village to village propagating the 
Buddhist religion. There are about 
500,000 Buddhists in the country. 
The Buddhist priesthood lives, just as 
in other Buddhist countries, with the 
assistance provided by Buddhists. 

Donations that come to the temple 
become the property of the temple. 
That is why there are no disputes 
between priests and laymen. Lamas 
are not Short of anything; they get 
everything they need. There is no 
obstruction at all from the Govern- 
ment for the observance of Buddhism, 
for preaching and propagating it. 

The Buddhists hold their tradi- 
tional services in monasteries, tem- 
ples and houses of worship under 
the guidance of lamas. The Buddhists 
living in the USSR observe six main 
holidays—the ‘‘hurals’’. Five of them 
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are connected with the memory 
of the Buddha. One of the “‘hurals”’ is 
devoted to the Buddhist reformer 
Tsong-ka-pa. The spreading of Bud- 
dhism from Tibet to the territory 
where the vast majority of Buddhists 
in the USSR now live is connected 
with his name. 

Buddhists of the USSR consider 
the “‘hural’” Tsagan-Sara (White 
Moon Holiday) one of the more 
important holidays. It coincides 
also with the New Year according 
to the Buddhist calendar. Tsagan- 
Sara is the first spring month accord- 
ing to the Buddhist lunar calendar 
of the Mahayana branch. It is dedi- 
cated to the memory of the great 
Buddha. For Soviet Buddhists the 
White Moon is a sacred month. 
Every believer cleans himself of his 
sins during the days of the Tsagan- 
Sara and acquires better qualities 
for the coming year. 

Buddhists — Buryats, Kalmyks, 
Tuvins and others — begin to pre- 
pare for the holiday long before- 
hand. They decorate their homes 
with rugs, embroideries, and flowers, 
deck the streets in holiday garb, 
and make new clothes. 

The Tsagan-Sara holiday lasts 15 days. 

On the first day of the White Moon 
believers begin to stream to the 
temples and monasteries. The holi+ 
day begins with the ‘‘sidar’’ — the 
solemn service in which the head 
of the monastery, all the lamas and 
believers take part. After the 
“‘sidar’’ all the lamas and the con- 
gregation greet the head of the 
temple, and present him with gifts — 
“hadaki” (specially made ribbons 
ornamented with rich designs.) The 
presentation of gifts marks the 
beginning of the new year. 

The houses of Buddhists are hos- 
pitably thrown open during the 
Tsagan-Sara holiday. Every guest 
is met by warm words of welcome, 
wishes of hapiness in the New Year, 
and takes his place at the holiday 
table. 

Besides the general holidays, the 
lamas and Buddhists participate in 
the daily services in the monasteries 
and temples. Sermons are read 
there and religious rites performed. 
It is also the duty of the lamas to 
visit periodically the areas far away 
from big temples and monasteries. 

The conduct of the priests (lamas) 
is determined by the regulations 
for lamas. These statutes are drawn 
up and approved by the Buddhist 
Religious Board in keeping with the 
laws of the Buddhist faith. 
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The children of the country conti- 
nue to join the priesthood. After 
sometime some leave the robes. Any- 
one can either enter the priesthood 
or leave it up to seven times. But 
after that no one can enter the 
priesthood. Anyone can even leave 
the robes and get married. 


CLOSE TIES 
The USSR Buddhist Religious 
Board maintains close ties with 


Buddhist Orders in other countries. 
It receives a great many letters from 
countries where Buddhism is practis- 
ed. In its turn, the Board shares with 
the brethren in the faith abroad the 
news concerning the religious life 
of the Buddhists in the USSR. 
Delegations of Soviet Buddhist lead- 
ers visited Korea, China, Cambodia, 
India, Ceylon and other countries in 
various years. Soviet Buddhists 
participated in religious congresses 
organised by the World Buddhist 
Brotherhood. 

During such trips they received 
everywhere a warm welcome among 
the brethren in the faith, who showed 
a lively interest in the life of the 
Soviet Buddhists. 

They sacredly cherish the com- 
mandment of the Buddha to strength- 
en brotherhood among _ people 
and nations. The Soviet Buddhists 
are Striving for peace. In wishing 
it, they want brotherhood on earth. 
They condemn those that threaten 
the lives of million and millions of 
people by their destructive weapons. 

Soviet Buddhists passionately wish 
that the threat of atomic and hydro- 
gen weapons should not hang over 
living beings, that the clouds of 
mistrust and doubt should be dis- 
pelled. Soviet Buddhists, like all the 
people of the multinational Soviet 
Union, are fully determined to 
defend peace on earth. 


THE BUDDHIST SOCIETY 
(Founded 1924) 


58, Eccleston Square, 
London, S.W. 1 
The oldest and largest Buddhist 
movement in the West. Member- 
ship of Society £1. This includes 
subscription to its Quarterly Journal. 
‘THE MIDDLE WAY’ 
annual subscription to 
“* The Middle Way ”’ 
is only 12 sh. 6d. anywhere 


post free. 
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BUDDHISM TO BE MADE 
BURMA’S STATE RELIGION 


(From a correspondent in Burma) 


THE Government of Burma has 

finalised two Bills which will 
declare Buddhism as the State Reli- 
gion. The Bills were scheduled to 
be formally introduced in the Bur- 
mese Parliament on August 19. 

Premier U Nu had declared during 
the last General Election in 1960 
that if his ‘‘clean’’ faction of the 
A.F.P.F.L. were returned to power 
he would make Buddhism the State 
religion. 

The Bills relate to making amend- 
ments to the Burmese Constitution 
to declare Buddhism the State reli- 
gion and make provisions for teaching 
Buddhist scriptures to Buddhist 
students in State schools as com- 
pulsory and optional at university 
level. 

Premier U Nu, who has been 
busy meeting leaders of Muslims, 
Hindus and Christians has assured 
them that the Bills would not 
interfere with the religious freedom 
guaranteed under the Burmese Con- 
stitution. He said that no disabilities 
would be imposed on non-Buddhists. 

Muslim leaders were not agreeable 
to making Buddhism the State reli- 
gion. They however, had no objec- 
tion for promoting the growth of 
Buddhism. Hindus and Christians 
offered no resistance to the move 
in view of the safeguards held by 
out by Premier U Nu. 

The Rangoon leading English daily 
newspaper, The Nation, said that the 
Bills would create a _ bargaining 
counter for Federalists who wanted 
a federal type of constitution under 
consideration by the consultative 
committee of the Government. 

The Nation reported that U Nu had 
told the Cabinet that the Govern- 
ment would not consider the federal 
proposals if Shans, Kayahs and Buc- 
dhist members of minority races 
used the State religions issue as a 
bargaining instrument to obtain their 
demands for federalism. 

“The Government, of course, has 
been at pains to point out that making 
Buddhism the State religion would 
not interfere in any way with the 
freedom of worship of non-Buddhists, 
but there is no denying the fact that 
some Kachins at least have panicked 
at the thought that something unfair 
is going to be foisted on them......... 

“It is not the bare fact of Buddhism 
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being made the State religion that has 
given rise to Kachin and Chin fears, 
but the possibility that Buddhists may 
be declared by Act of Parliament 
to be a privileged class. 

“We do not believe that U Nu 
himself had any such intentions at 
any time, but if others associated with 
the Bill have ever entertained them, 
the indications are that they have 
now been overruled.” 

U Nu told his Cabinet that the 
Union Government would not con- 
Sider the federalism proposal any 
further if the Shans, the Kayahs and 
the Buddhist members of the mino- 
rity races uSed the State religion 
issue as an instrument of bargaining 
to achieve their ends. 

“It is quite in order for non- 
Buddhists to oppose the State Reli- 
gion Bill, but we expect Bud- 
dhists not to exploit the issue for 
political purposes’, he said. 

U Nu observed: “‘The Arakanese 
and the Mons are mainly Buddhists. 
If their representatives in Parliament 
vote against the State Religion Bill 
in return for all-out support for 
federalism, then | will revoke my 
promise of Arakanese and Mon 
autonomy”. 

The State religion issue was more 
than a matter of life and death to the 
Buddhists, U Nu stated. It would 
not in any way affect the religious 
freedom of members of other faiths 
which would continue to be fully 
safeguarded. 

It was pointed out that if the Shans, 
Kayahs, the Arakanese and the 
Mons joined forces with non-Buddhist 
members of Parliament, the Gov- 
ernment would not get the two- 
thirds majority required under the 
Constitution for the passage of the 
Bill. 

U Nu has also been busy explaining 
the provisions of the two Bills re- 
lating to the State religion to leaders 
of different faiths. 

The Bills are the Constitution 
(Amendment) Bill which will pave 
the way for the declaration of 
Buddhism as the State religion, and 
the State Religion Promotion Bill 
which will make the teaching of 
Buddhist scriptures compulsory in 
State schools and optional in the 
universities. 

U Nu invited Hindu and Moslem 


leaders to his residence in Rangoon 
and assured them that the passage 
of the two Bills and the declaration 
of Buddhism as the State religion 
would have no adverse effects on the 
followers of other faiths, who would 
continue to enjoy freedom of wor- 
ship. 

the Hindu leaders said they had 
nothing to say against the Bill. The 
Moslem leaders however, told U Nu 
that while they would raise no 
objection to m2asures for promoting 
Buddhism and for doing honourtothe 
Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha, 
they would like the Government to 
undertake these measures without 
declaring Buddhism the State reli- 
gion. 

U Nu tried to allay their fears by 
stressing that noa-Buddhists would 
not suffer any discrimination. He 
also met leaders of the Roman 
Catholic Church and of the Church 
of England and Baptists. They had 
no objection to the Bills. 

Meanwhile, Muslims of Burma were 
asked by the Islamic Religious Affairs 
Council to observe Friday, August 
11, as a “‘Day of Prayer’ in protest 
against the Government move to 
introduce the Bill in Parliament. 

Under the State Religion Promo- 
tion Bill, Buddhism would be taught 
in State schools and Buddhist stu- 
dents at teachers training colleges 
would have to study Buddhism as a 
compulsory subject. 

The State-owned broadcasting ser- 
vice would broadcast at least for one 
hour Buddhist sermons on Buddhist 
poya or sabbath days. Government 
offices, schools and markets would 
remain closed on sabbath days and 
the country would go dry on sabbath 
days when all liquor shops and bars 
at restaurants and hotels would have 
to remain closed. 

The President of Burma could, 
under the new regulations, order 
the authorities to close the Govern- 
ment markets on sabbath days and 
to provide proper places of worship 
for Buddhists at State schools. Bud- 
dhist altars with the image of the 
Buddha would be kept in the courts: 

The latest report from Rangoon indi- 
cates that the Bill was passed in the 
House of Deputies—Lower House—after 
!4 hours of debate. The voting was 220 
for the Bill and 15 Muslim and Chris- 
tian members against. Premier U Nu 
allowed Government members to “‘exer- 
cise their right of individual consci- 
ence’ in voting on the Bill. The Bill 
will now go before the Upper House to 
be debated on August 23—Ed.) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


INSIGHT INTO THE SIMPLE 
TASK OF LIVING 


ZEN AND REALITY: By Robert 
Powell. George Allen and Unwin 
Ltd. Ruskin House, Museum Street, 
London W.C. 1, England. 21 sh. 


ASED on a series of lectures 

“given to the Buddhist Society 
in London, Robert Powell has pro- 
duced a fascinating book on Zen, 
and his contention is that Zen 
practice is an insight into the simple 
task of living. 

Discussing such subjects as Empti- 
ness, Mindfulness, Zen for the West, 
Zen and Science and Common Sense 
and Buddhism, Mr. Powell often 
quotes Krishnamurti in support of 
his views and conclusions. 

“We shall find’, he says, “that 
Krishnamurti and Zen are in es- 
sence the same thing, the same 
teaching, although using different 
modes of expression. Both are not 
‘teachings’ in the accepted sense 
of the word but pointers to an 
immediate transformation of man 
(‘attaining Buddhahood’).”’ 

One of the principal essentials on 
the path to this attainment is to get 
rid of the idea of ‘‘l’’ and ‘‘me’’, and 
Mr. Powell devotes a good deal of 
attention to the subject of self, 
pointing out that ‘‘the fully integrated 
personality is that of the man who 
is no longer conscious of having a 
personality”’. 

The importance of eradicating the 
self is emphasised throughout the 
book. “Educated in the philosophy of 
‘getting the most out of life’, and not 
simply how to live, modern man 
never pauses to reflect whether it is 
thus possible to separate himself from 
the main stream of life. He is madly 
obsessed with the idea of ‘getting on’ 
but never questions towards what 
he is getting on’’. 

There is no self, emphasises Mr. 
Powell, and he says he is now 
intensely aware of the falseness of the 
notion of self. ‘There is only thought, 
and thought about a self, but that 
self has no absolute reality apart from 
being a concept of the mind’. Once 
this truth is realised, then man is 
free for he will no longer be worried 
about what is going to happen to 
something that he no longer ex- 
periences, 

One of the principal aims of Zen 
is to doaway with the self. Zen prac- 
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tice removes this ignorance. Zen 
is likened to a thorn which 
removes another thorn in the flesh, 
““whereafter both thorns can be 
thrown away. It could also be said to 
be like an all-consuming flame that 
burns away all the rubbish from the 
mind, thereby removing ignorance 
and all the evil effects thereof, and 
finally, when it has burned itself out, 
leaving nothing but stark Reality’. 

The whole purpose of Zen, points 
out Mr. Powell, is to look at things 
as they really are and thus break 
this vicious circle. Zen recognises 
“the emptiness and nothingness of 
what we are, seeing into the essential 
nature of ‘self’. Although it ap- 
pears simple when studied academi- 
cally, to carry this out in practical 
living is extremely difficult, because 
it entails the breaking of attitudes, 
habits and reflexes acquired during a 
lifetime’. 

The “slaying of the mind” is 
another important teaching of Zen. 
The difficulty of doing nothing is not 
realised sufficiently. People do not 
realise that there is never a Single 
moment that they do nothing. If 
their minds could do absolutely 
nothing for one short moment, 
their problems would be solved, 
says Mr. Powell. 

“This is the great paradox of Zen, 
and of Life. The very negation which 
seems implied in Nothingness, the 
Void, signifies at once its absolute 
confirmation. Only when man, 
stands completely alone, in absolute 
nakedness, and is left to face 
himself devoid of any  attach- 
ments, any dependence on external 
supports, can there be a whole- 
hearted ‘yes’ to Life. Until the 
emptiness of all attachments, of all 
efforts to build ‘security’ is realised, 
there can be no cessation of the 
feeling of insecurity. Until it is seen 
that any of our so-called ‘successes’ 
or victories are empty there can be 
no peace of mind and no elighten- 
ment’’. 

The invaluable service that Bud- 
dhism renders man is the fact that it 
gives him a start by making him 
realise the transcience of all things 
and the emptiness of the self. The 
Four Noble Truths give that start. 
Buddhism gives man a start by 
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putting him on the path and telling 
him that he has diligently to work 
out his own Salvation without lean- 
ing on a useless outside Authority. 

“Buddhism is nothing but an 
extended vision of life, a deeper 
understanding of Reality, which can 
lead to a state cf being which is as 
different from the ordinary life as 
is our walking state from sleep. In 
this new life there is direct insight 
into the nature of things, complete 
intelligence and freedom. Once 
ignorance and dualistic thinking have 
been cleared away by one’s own 
mental maturing process 

Zen, as has often been said, is 
catching on fast in the West. But 
Mr. Powell says there are Buddhists 
in the West ‘‘who would like no- 
thing better than to import Japanese 
Zen lock, stock and barrel — with 
its monasteries, koan techniques 
etc. This, | think, would not only 
amount to the height of absurdity 
but would go directly against the 
whole spirit of Zen”’. 

Mr. Powell concludes that it is 
reasonable to expect that Zen will 
find even a more fertile soil for 
healthy growth in this modern 
scientific age; ‘and that it may thus 
be destined to exert a powerful 
counter-influence to the general 
deterioration in the quality of living 
which is the result of man’s over- 
intellectualization”’. 

A. deS. 


INDIA AND THE CASTE 
Sy Wi 


THE ORIGIN OF CASTE-SYSTEM 
AND ITS RULE IN’ BRINGING 
FOREIGN RULE IN INDIA: By 
S. S.  Arakeri, Liberation Socal 
Institute, Bombay. 


THIS essay, written at the in- 
stance of the Liberation Social 
Institute, although not free from its 
emotional content has dealt with the 
subject in a forthright manner. 
Giving extensive quotations from 
various reformers, the author pays a 


glowing tribute to the Bud- 
dha but for whose advent the 
“cancer”’ of caste in India would 
yet he prevalent in society in 


devastating forms. 

The Brahmins had become auto- 
cratic and powerful and the un- 
bounded sway they held over the 
masses at the time the Buddha 
appeared had an adverse effect on 
social and cultural progress — in 
India. Buddha led the revolt and 
eliminated the superiority of the 
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Brahmins, thus bringing about 
equality among human beings. 

It also led in later years, to the 
ousting of the foreigners who domi- 
nated the country once divided by 
a caste-ridden Hindu Society. 

The essay is remarkable for its 
moderation in tone and should 
he read, by all who desire to 
know the mind of the younger 
generation in India, who have of 
recent years begun to think in terms 
of the message of the Buddha to 
bring about a united India. 


V.deS. 


EXTRA-SENSORY 
PERCEPTION 


THE UNCONSCIOUS MIND : by 
Kenneth Walker, F. R. C. S. Rider and 
Co., St. Andrew’s Hill, London, England. 
21sh. 

HE nature and the functions of 

the unconscious mind are dis- 
cussed in this interesting book by the 
eminent surgeon, Kenneth Walker, 
who has already written a number 
of books on various phases of the 
occult. 

Mr.Walker discusses, among other 
things, psychic research, telepathy, 
prophetic dreams, mind and body, 
apparitions and the survival problem. 

He quotes profusely from _ his 
predessors and contemporaries who 
have dabbled in this subject, to drive 
home a point or support his conclu- 
sions. He has thus produced a book 
which is of great value to those who 
are interested in what he calls ‘‘that 
mysterious portion of our mind 
which is responsible for paranormal 
phenomena”. 

Despite the experiments that have 
been conducted and the examples of 
paranormal phenomena published 
from time to time by believers in the 
unconscious mind, there arestill many 
who doubt the veracity of seances, 
apparitions, prognostic dreams etc. 

Mr. Walker himself asks: “‘If tele- 
pathy, precognition and clairvo- 
yance are genuine phenomena, why 
is there so much doubt about them, 
and why do so many people regard 
them as being only the production 
of the imagination ?”’ 

And he answers: ‘“‘One of the 
explanations of this is that we live 
in a scientific age in which nothing 
is accepted that has not received the 
ratification of scientists’’. 

One of the most absorbing chapters 
in the book is that on apparitions, 
in which hair-raising examples of the 
appearance of ghosts are recorded. 
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Although some people do not believe 
in ghosts there are others who have 
actually seen them. ‘Ghosts have 
been seen by people since the begin- 
ning of human history”’. 

Discussing the problem of survival 
after death, Mr. Walker says that 
when the Buddha was asked by his 
disciples whether or not a man 
survived the death of his body, he is 
said to have maintained a noble 
silence. 

“He did this because he discourag- 
ed theoretical questions amongst 
his followers. His mission was to 
teach them how te escape from 
suffering and not to instruct them in 
metaphysics. But when a little later, 
his disciple. Anand, reopened with 
him the question of man’s survival 
after death, he replied, quite simply, 
that in one sense man survived death 
and that in another sense he did not. 
Perhaps this is all that can be use- 
fully said on this very obscure 
subject’, comments Mr. Walker, 

The conclusion Mr. Walker draws 
after this exhaustive study of extra- 
sensory perception is that there is a 
number of new and unsuspected 
forces operating in the darker regions 
of the mind, ‘forces which, un- 
known to himself, exercise their 
influence on his thinking and his 


actions’’. A. de S. 
KOREAN BUDDHIST 
DICTIONARY 


The Korean Buddhist Dictionary 
compiled and edited by a famous 
monk was expected to be published 
in Korea at the end of last month 
by the Dong-A Publishing Company. 

“This is the first dictionary inthe 
Korean language by the Koreans in 
some 1|6 centuries’, reported the 
Korean Times. \|t has been edited and 
compiled by Lee Hak~éu. 

Besides the exposition of technical 
words and phrases of Buddhism, 
the dictionary contains the entire 
names of 5,000 Buddhist temples 
built in Korea from the start up to 
the present day, and also 600 brief 
biographies of the most famous 
monks have been included. 

Most of the writing in the dic- 
tionary has been done in pure 
hangul as far as possible ‘‘to enable 
those younger generations who are 
not well versed in the deciphering 
of Chinese characters to read and 
comprehend the resourceful mean- 
ings of the sayings of the Buddha 
and his most honourable disciples’, 
Lee told the Korea Times. 


CHALLENGE CAN BE 
FACED 

Addressing a large gathering of 
Buddhists of several nationalities 
at the London Buddhist Vihara on 
July 30, Dr. G. P. Malalasekera said 
he had spent four years in Eastern 
Europe and had travelled in many 
Communist countries. 

His impression was that religion 
was at a low ebb in these countries 
but there was no need to despair. 

The prevalent religions before 
Communism came did not better 
the people’s conditions. Such reli- 
gions had not been beneficial to 
mankind and so they were con- 
demned by the Communists. 

When the Communists had im- 
proved those lands there remained 
still another kind of hunger — hunger 
for aesthetic demands and spiritual 
demands. 

“If we can make known the mes- 
sage of the Buddha we would be able 
to doa great service to humanity 
and we should do our utmost to 
make known this message as widely 
as possible’, said Dr. Malalasekera. 

He added: ‘‘Today the needs of 
man are different and so is his way 
of thinking. Buddhism has nothing 
to fear from all this. It is the only 
religion that can face the challenge of 
the modern age’. 


Govt. will not interfere.... 
(Continued from page 19) 

In every temple there are dayakas 
of every political party. If the monks 
are to take one side and the dayakas 
the opposite side it would be harmful 
to the Sasana. It creates disharmony 
among the dayakas. 

| would earnestly appeal to our 
Sangha that, without merely opposing 
these, they consider how best these 
could be implemented while pre- 
serving the dignity and respect of the 
Sangha as well as the dignity and 
respect of the Sasana. 

The most disheartening feature in 
this matter is the disunity that 
exists among Sinhalese Buddhists. 
It is the Sinhalese Buddhist who are 
divided in terms of political parties 
as well as religioust and social matters, 
Such disunity is a serious obstacle to 
national and religious progress. 

The time has therefore come 
when everyone should unite for 
the welfare of the nation and the 
Sasana. 

(From a broadcast to the nation) 
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For the REST of your life... 


a. 


LA TEX FOAM @ WASHABLE ® DURABLE 


RUBBER MATTRESSES @ CHEAPER © HEALTHIER 


No other type of Mattress can give you 
such comfortable restful sleep as one of Moulded—in- fultesine a6"3"2 
Latex Foam. 

It means easier bed-making, too. ge is cs ca aia des 


You owe it to yourself to have this sheer eee Overt tor 


luxury in your home. only Rs. 150/-. 


MADE OF PURE CEYLON RUBBER BY: 
RICHARD PIERIS & CO., LTD. 


HYDE PARK CORNER, COLOMBO TELEPHONE. 6277 


RP 910 
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If you’re | 
thinking of 
buying a Car 


<< Every AUSTIN Dealer is an expert. So, beforé 

ose you buy a car, get expert advice from your own 

AD Austin Dealer. He welcomes questions, for he 

ae knows that buying a car is a big decision. So; 
——— 


remember this; if you do decide to buy an Austin 
you’re always in good hands, Your dealer 
service continues throughout the long life of 
your Austin Car. 


SEE OUR A U S T : N RANGE 


* THE NEW AUSTIN 7 


* A 40 SALOON 


* A 55 CAMBRIDGE SALOON 
MARK Il 


* AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE 


..AND IMPORTED TO SPECIAL ORDER, THE SUPERB 6-CYLINDER A99 WESTMINSTER 


SALOON AND AUSTIN HEALEY 3000 SPORTS CAR 


AUSTIN - you can depend on it! 


WALKER, SONS & COs-agm 


COLOMBO — BANDARAWELA — GALLE — JAFFNA — KANDY — MATARA — N'ELIYA 


RATNAPURA — TALAWAKELLE 
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THE VITAL ROLE OF 
CEMENT 


THE VITAL ROLE OF CEMENT 


In the drama of a nation’s aspirations to prosperity and 
future security, the part played by cement must surely be 
of paramount importance. 


For in the brave new edifices that rise to the sky; in the 
massive dams that help to transform rivers into hydro- 
power; in the aqueducts and the channels that bring precious 
water to the cultivator; in all these, cement plays a vital 
role, forming, as it were, the very back bone of a nation’s 
bid for lasting economic well-being. 


CEYLON CEMENT CORPORATION, 


Structures that will stand the test of time require cement of 
the best quality. Kankesan cement surpasses by a very 
liberal margin the British Standard Specification No. 12 of 
1958. Continuous laboratory tests determine and check 
accurately the proportions and quality of the ingredients. 
This meticulous scrutiny guarantees a high degree of 
excellence in the finished product. 

When you use Kankesan you can be certa’n that you are 
using a product of the highest quality equal to that of the 
best cements in the world. 


14, Barnes Place, Colombo 7. 


Money cannot buy 
Hanniness ..... 


2 aN 


Here's the reason why .... 


for happiness arises out of contentment and 
peace of mind, and what are these but the 
natural consequence of an untroubled present 
sustained oy a bright and secure future. 


Your happiness is the happiness of your family. 
Their future is your responsibility. And there 
is no better way of insuring that their future 
is secure and well-provided for than by insurance. 


There is a policy for every family require- 
ment insurance of every kind for every mem- 
ber of the family for education, for higher 
qualifications, for marriage and for the home. 
Make yours a happy family with well-planned 
insurance. Money cannot buy happiness, but 
good insurance certainly can. And good insu- 
rance is CEYLON INSURANCE. 


LIFE, Fike, M@TOR, MARINE 
& GENERAL ACCIDENT. 


CEYLON INSURANCE CoO., LTD. 


69, QUEEN’S STREET, COLOMBO. 


